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Abstract 

This article examines how Prothom Alo framed Bangladesh’s July 2024 uprising between 5 June and 5 September 

2024. It uses a qualitative-dominant mixed-method framing design based on 257 online news reports. Qualitative 

analysis reads frames through Entman’s functional framing, Pan and Kosicki’s structural framing, Gamson and 

Modigliani’s symbolic framing, and Tuchman’s institutional framing, while descriptive coding reports counts, 

percentages, and limited within-corpus association checks. The findings show three connected stages. First, the 

newspaper framed the issue in terms of legal grievance, merit, and student mobilisation. Second, after violence 

and deaths became central, coverage shifted toward repression, injury, custody, and accountability; 

victim/family/medical sources rose from 5.3% in Phase 1 to 57.5% in Phase 3. Third, after the fall of Sheikh 

Hasina’s government, the dominant frame moved toward transition, legal action, victory, and martyr memory. The 

study argues that Prothom Alo was neither simply neutral nor instantly oppositional. Its coverage underwent a 

series of realignments as official credibility weakened and victim evidence became central. The article contributes 

a phase-sensitive model for analysing protest news in pressured media systems. 

Keywords: Bangladesh, Framing analysis, July 2024 uprising, Prothom Alo, Quota Reform 
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Protesto Haberlerinde Ardışık Yeniden Hizalanma: Prothom Alo Gazetesinin 

Bangladeş’in Temmuz 2024 Ayaklanmasına İlişkin Dört Katmanlı Çerçeveleme Analizi 

Öz 

Bu makale, Prothom Alo gazetesinin Bangladeş’teki Temmuz 2024 ayaklanmasını 5 Haziran ile 5 Eylül 2024 

arasında nasıl çerçevelediğini incelemektedir. Çalışma, 257 çevrim içi haberden oluşan bir derleme üzerinde 

niteliksel ağırlıklı karma yöntemli bir çerçeveleme tasarımı kullanmaktadır. Niteliksel analiz, Entman’ın işlevsel 

çerçevelemesine, Pan ve Kosicki’nin yapısal çerçevelemesine, Gamson ve Modigliani’nin sembolik 

çerçevelemesine ve Tuchman’ın kurumsal çerçevelemesine dayanırken, betimsel kodlama sayıları, yüzdeleri ve 

sınırlı derlem içi ilişki kontrollerini raporlamaktadır. Bulgular birbirine bağlı üç aşama göstermektedir. Birinci 

aşamada gazete konuyu hukuki şikâyet, liyakat ve öğrenci mobilizasyonu üzerinden çerçevelemiştir. İkinci 

aşamada, şiddet ve ölümler merkezî hâle geldikten sonra haberler baskıya, yaralanmaya, gözaltına ve hesap 

verebilirliğe yönelmiş; mağdur/aile/tıbbi kaynakların payı birinci aşamadaki %5,3’ten üçüncü aşamadaki %57,5’e 

yükselmiştir. Üçüncü aşamada, Şeyh Hasina hükûmetinin düşüşünden sonra baskın çerçeve geçiş, hukuki süreç, 

zafer ve şehit hafızasına doğru kaymıştır. Çalışma, Prothom Alo’nun ne tamamen tarafsız ne de baştan itibaren 

açıkça muhalif olduğunu savunmaktadır. Gazetenin haberleri, resmî inandırıcılık zayıfladıkça ve mağdur kanıtları 

merkezileştikçe ardışık bir yeniden hizalanma süreci içinde ilerlemiştir. Makale, baskı altındaki medya 

sistemlerinde protesto haberlerini analiz etmek için aşamaya duyarlı bir model sunmaktadır. 

Anahtar kelimeler: Bangladeş, Çerçeveleme Analizi, Kota Reformu, Prothom Alo, Temmuz 2024 Ayaklanması 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Bangladesh’s July 2024 uprising began as a dispute over public-service quotas, but its meaning 

quickly changed. On 5 June 2024, the High Court declared the 2018 government circular 

cancelling the 30% freedom-fighter quota for first- and second-class government jobs illegal, 

thereby returning the issue to public debate (The Daily Star, 2024a). At first, the central 

questions were legal status, merit, fairness, and the place of anti-discrimination claims in state 

recruitment. By mid-July, the movement had moved from campus and road blockades to a 

national crisis shaped by violence, deaths, injuries, arrests, curfew, internet disruption, and the 

visible involvement of ruling-party student wings and security actors (Al Jazeera, 2024a, 2024b; 

Ellis-Petersen & Parent, 2024; Paul, 2024a). After 5 August, when Sheikh Hasina resigned and 

left the country, the same movement was no longer framed only as a quota protest. It became a 

story of regime rupture, political transition, victim justice, and martyr memory (Al Jazeera, 

2024c; Paul & Ganguly, 2024; Prothom Alo, 2024; The Daily Star, 2024b). 

This article studies that shift through Prothom Alo, one of Bangladesh’s most widely read 

Bangla-language newspapers. A 2025 report based on the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics' 
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National Public Opinion Survey on Media 2025 found that 57.38% of newspaper readers across 

Bangladesh read Prothom Alo, ranking it first nationally and in 61 of the country’s 64 districts 

(Prothom Alo, 2025). This readership position is the main reason for choosing Prothom Alo as 

the case newspaper for a single-outlet framing analysis. The study does not assume that the 

newspaper was either neutral or partisan. Instead, it asks how the paper’s framing changed as 

the political field changed. This is important because crisis journalism often realigns not 

through open editorial declarations but through smaller decisions: which actors receive voice, 

which actors become sources of blame, what headline verbs are used, whose suffering becomes 

visible, and which photographs are placed at the front of the story. 

The study is based on a 257-item corpus of directly relevant Prothom Alo online reports 

published from 5 June to 5 September 2024. The period covers the legal beginning of the quota 

dispute, the mid-July repression phase, the fall of the Hasina government, the early transition, 

and the one-month memory period that included the Shaheedi March. The corpus is organised 

into three phases: Phase 1, legal grievance and mobilisation; Phase 2, repression and 

accountability; and Phase 3, transition and memory. These phases are not only chronological 

divisions. They also describe different editorial routines and different orders of legitimacy. 

The aim of the study is to explain how Prothom Alo organised the meaning of the July 

movement through four connected framing devices: Entman’s functional framing, Pan and 

Kosicki’s structural framing, Gamson and Modigliani’s symbolic framing, and Tuchman’s 

institutional framing. The article asks how dominant frames changed across the three phases; 

how source ecology and actor voice changed; how the newspaper framed the Anti-

Discrimination Student Movement, the Awami League and its student wings, police and 

security actors, BNP-linked and Jamaat/Shibir-linked actors; how leaders and victims were 

made visible; how headlines and lead images carried evaluative meaning; and what these 

patterns show about editorial realignment in a pressured media system. 

The article contributes to framing and protest-media research in three ways. First, it offers a 

large, single-outlet, diachronic corpus from a major Bangla-language newspaper during a major 

political rupture. Second, it connects macro-frames with smaller textual and visual devices, 

including source hierarchy, headline logic, victim language, leader visibility, and image frames. 

Third, it shows that the newspaper’s position cannot be explained by a simple neutral-versus-

oppositional binary. The evidence points to a sequential realignment: the paper began with 

issue-centred reporting, shifted toward documenting repression after visible violence, and later 

adopted a transition and memory frame after the collapse of the former government. 
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Five research questions guide the analysis. RQ1 asks how the dominant macro-frames changed 

across the three phases. RQ2 asks how source ecology and actor voice changed as the crisis 

unfolded. RQ3 asks how the movement, the government/Awami League, police/security actors, 

ruling-party student wings, and opposition-linked actors were framed in terms of tone, blame, 

visibility, and valence. RQ4 asks how headline structure, victim language, and lead images 

carry evaluative meaning. RQ5 asks what these patterns show about editorial realignment in a 

pressured media system. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Framing theory and the analysis of political crisis 

Framing theory explains how news gives meaning to political events by selecting some facts, 

linking them to causes, and suggesting moral judgment and possible remedies. Entman’s (1993) 

model is useful here because it asks four clear questions: what is the problem, what caused it, 

how is it judged, and what response is implied. For the July 2024 movement, these questions 

help trace how a quota dispute became a story of repression, transition, and public memory. 

Framing is also a process. Scheufele (1999), D’Angelo (2002), Reese (2001), Chong and 

Druckman (2007), and Hopp et al. (2020) show that frames change as journalists, sources, 

political actors, events, and evidence interact. This matters in a fast crisis. The same movement 

can be framed first as a legal issue, then as a human-rights crisis, and later as a national turning 

point. 

Pan and Kosicki’s (1993) model moves the analysis from broad themes to news form. 

Headlines, leads, quotation order, story sequence, and rhetorical cues all guide interpretation. 

Gamson and Modigliani (1989) add the symbolic level by showing how keywords, metaphors, 

exemplars, and binary oppositions create wider interpretive packages. Constructionist and 

content-analytic framing scholarship also treats frames as recurring packages that can be 

identified through patterned combinations of problem definition, cause, evaluation, and remedy 

(Matthes & Kohring, 2008; Van Gorp, 2007). In this study, such packages include merit-versus-

quota injustice, victim evidence versus official denial, and shahid memory versus regime 

impunity. 

Tuchman’s (1978) work on news routines adds the institutional level. News is shaped by 

deadlines, access to sources, official statements, photographs, hospital information, police 

updates, court filings, and movement announcements. Journalists also contribute to frame-
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building through selection and emphasis rather than merely transmitting elite frames 

(Brüggemann, 2014). Shoemaker and Reese (2014) show that media content is shaped by 

professional norms, organisations, ownership, ideology, and political pressure. These ideas are 

important for analysing a Bangladeshi newsroom during a regime crisis. 

2.2 Protest paradigm, source hierarchy, and legitimacy 

The protest paradigm literature shows that mainstream media often delegitimise protests by 

stressing disorder, violence, traffic disruption, and confrontation while giving less space to 

protest demands (Chan & Lee, 1984; Di Cicco, 2010; McLeod & Detenber, 1999). Protest goals 

and tactics also affect how the news treats collective action (Boyle & Armstrong, 2009). The 

quota movement was open to this treatment because early tactics included blockades and 

shutdown calls. 

Later studies show that protest coverage can change when visible harm, citizen media, and crisis 

evidence challenge official narratives (Brown & Harlow, 2019; Harlow & Johnson, 2011; 

Harlow et al., 2017). Source hierarchy is central to that change. Bennett’s (1990) indexing 

theory and Bennett et al. (2007) show that journalism often follows official debate, but the 

source field may widen when official credibility weakens. 

Visual framing also matters. Images of protest lines, injured bodies, police action, coffins, flags, 

graffiti, and memorial marches can carry moral meaning before the full text is read (Coleman, 

2010; Geise & Xu, 2025; Grabe & Bucy, 2009). This article, therefore, treats headlines, text, 

source hierarchy, and lead images as connected framing devices. 

2.3 Bangladesh media, political pressure, and July 2024 scholarship 

Bangladesh’s media system makes this case important. Studies have identified political 

parallelism, ownership influence, legal pressure, self-censorship, and direct or indirect state 

control in Bangladeshi journalism (Ahmed, 2012, 2018; Al-Zaman & Noman, 2024; Bhowmik 

& Fisher, 2024). Political parallelism is also a central concept in comparative media-systems 

research, where it refers to the alignment between media institutions and political actors or 

social blocs (Hallin & Mancini, 2004). These pressures mean that July 2024 coverage cannot 

be read only as routine event reporting. 

Recent studies and documentation on the July 2024 movement are useful but still limited for 

this article’s purpose. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR, 2025) documents serious human rights violations and abuses related to the July-
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August protests. Arman (2025) examines media ownership and framing across several 

newspapers. Mahmud (2025) analyses the crisis management failure surrounding the anti-quota 

student movement. Rashid (2025) compares Bangladeshi and United States-based media 

narratives. Islam and Faisal (2026) focus on fatalities and movement narratives. These studies 

show the importance of the event, but they do not closely follow how one major Bangla 

newspaper changed its framing across the legal, repression, and transition phases. 

2.4 Research gap and analytical contribution 

The research gap is therefore specific. Existing work does not yet offer a close, phase-sensitive 

account of how one leading Bangla-language newspaper moved from legal-grievance reporting 

to documentation of repression and then to transition-memory framing. It also gives limited 

attention to how macro-frames connect with smaller devices such as source hierarchy, headline 

logic, actor valence, victim language, and lead images. 

This article addresses that gap by studying Prothom Alo as a changing news text rather than as 

a fixed partisan actor. The article asks how a pressured newsroom organised legitimacy, blame, 

voice, and memory during a fast regime crisis. 

The theoretical contribution is the four-layer model. It brings together Entman’s functional 

frame, Pan and Kosicki’s structural frame, Gamson and Modigliani’s symbolic package, and 

Tuchman’s institutional routine into a single coding design. This makes it possible to explain 

both the broad movement of frames and the smaller textual and visual devices that produced 

that movement. 

3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The study uses a four-layer framing model. Entman’s functional framing identifies problem 

definition, causal attribution, moral evaluation, treatment recommendation, and legitimacy 

effect (Entman, 1993). Entman’s later work on cascading activation is also useful because it 

shows how frames can move and be contested across political institutions, media, and public 

discourse during crises (Entman, 2003). Pan and Kosicki’s structural framing locates those 

meanings inside headline form, lead order, quotation pattern, script structure, thematic 

structure, and rhetorical device (Pan & Kosicki, 1993). Gamson and Modigliani’s discursive-

symbolic framing explains how keywords, metaphors, binary oppositions, identity appeals, and 

narrative packages confer cultural meaning on events (Gamson & Modigliani, 1989). 
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Tuchman’s institutional framing explains how routines, source hierarchy, official access, and 

newsroom practice shape which voices appear authoritative (Tuchman, 1978). 

The model treats the four theorists as complementary rather than separate. For example, a report 

about Abu Sayeed may functionally define the problem as deadly repression. Structurally, it 

may place death and injury in the headline or lead. Symbolically, it may contribute to a victim 

or shahid package. Institutionally, it may prioritise witnesses, family, or medical evidence over 

official denials. The article, therefore, moves from large-frame categories to small devices and 

then back to the newspaper’s broader editorial realignment. 

Table 1 

Four-layer framing model used in the study 

Theorist Framing device Main coding focus Use in this article 

Entman Functional framing Problem definition, cause, moral 

judgement, remedy, legitimacy 

effect 

Shows what each report says the crisis is 

about and who is held responsible 

Pan & Kosicki Structural framing Headline, lead, quotation order, 

script, thematic structure, rhetoric 
Shows how frame meaning is built 

through news form 

Gamson & 

Modigliani 
Discursive-symbolic 

framing 
Metaphor, keywords, binary 

opposition, identity appeal, 

narrative package 

Shows how merit, victimhood, shahid 

memory, and victory become symbolic 

packages 

Tuchman Institutional framing Source hierarchy, dominant voice, 

silenced voice, routine, official-

source dominance 

Shows how Prothom Alo’s routine 

changed from issue reporting to crisis 

documentation and transition-

accountability reporting 

Note. The four devices serve as a connected layer within a single framing model. 

4. METHODOLOGY 

This study uses a qualitative-dominant mixed-method framing design. The main method is 

qualitative framing analysis, as the article examines how Prothom Alo organised meaning, 

blame, source authority, and memory over time. Descriptive quantitative content coding is used 

as a supporting layer to show how often frames, sources, actors, tones, and images appeared in 

each phase. The unit of analysis is the individual Prothom Alo online news report. The corpus 

contains 257 directly relevant reports published between 5 June and 5 September 2024. The 

design follows the logic of qualitatively dominant mixed methods, in which counting supports 

the main interpretive analysis rather than replacing it (Creswell & Plano Clark, 2018).  

The retrieval pathway followed a staged search strategy. First, reports were collected through 

Prothom Alo’s July-related timeline, archive pages, and internal article links. Second, 

additional searches were conducted with Bangla cue terms, including ক োটো (kota), ক োটো 
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সংস্কোর (kota songskar), বৈষম্যবৈররোধী ছোত্র আরদোলন (Boishommo Birodhi Chhatra 

Andolon), ছোত্রলীগ হোম্লো (Chhatra League hamla), আৈু সোঈদ (Abu Sayeed),  োরবিউ 

(karfiu), বিবৈ (DB), গুবল (guli), বনহত (nihoto), শহীদ (shahid), শহীবদ ম্োর্চ (Shaheedi March), 

কশখ হোবসনোর পদতযোগ (Sheikh Hasinar podotyag), ম্োম্লো (mamla), and interim government. 

Third, the search deliberately moved from national and capital pages to campus, district, court, 

hospital, victim, legal, and memorial reports, so that Dhaka-centred reporting would not define 

the corpus alone. This retrieval audit is reported in the Methodology rather than as a separate 

appendix, so the data pathway remains visible without adding another appendix section. 

Candidate items were screened in stages. Opinion-only texts, duplicate URLs, background-only 

articles, and items that mentioned the wider political situation without directly addressing the 

quota movement, repression, transition, victimhood, or memory politics were excluded. The 

final corpus, therefore, contains 257 verified Prothom Alo online reports. Because search results 

and archive pages can change over time, the article does not report unstable raw platform hit 

counts; instead, it reports the retained and verified corpus, the search logic, and the coding 

pathway used for interpretation. 

Reports were included when the main news focus directly concerned the quota movement, the 

Anti-Discrimination Student Movement, protest programmes, violence, deaths, injuries, police 

or party action, detention, legal aftermath, regime transition, victim care, or martyr memory 

within the 5 June-5 September 2024 period. Reports were excluded when they were ordinary 

party news, general post-5 August politics, opinion/commentary, or transitional developments 

without a clear link to the movement or its aftermath. Live updates and repeated versions of the 

same report were not treated as separate analytical units unless the report carried a distinct news 

focus. 

The corpus is described as a high-retrieval online corpus rather than a guaranteed full archive. 

Prothom Alo search results, archive pages, and internal links can change over time, so the study 

avoids claiming that every item published by the newspaper was captured. The claim is more 

limited: the corpus provides a large, traceable, and directly relevant body of reports for 

diachronic framing analysis. 

The period was divided into three phases because the movement changed both politically and 

journalistically. Phase 1 runs from 5 June to 14 July and covers the legal-grievance stage. Phase 

2 covers 15 July to 1 August and captures the escalation of attacks, deaths, arrests, DB custody, 

curfew, and repression-accountability reporting. Phase 3 begins on 2 August, as the corpus 
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shifts from repression monitoring to the non-cooperation and one-point-demand stage before 

the formal resignation on 5 August; it then covers the resignation, the early transition, the legal 

aftermath, victim rehabilitation, and the Shaheedi March memory. 

The coding was conducted by five coders. They first discussed the codebook and jointly coded 

a pilot set from each phase. The corpus was then divided and cross-checked by exchanging 

items among coders. Pre-adjudication agreement across the main coding decisions was 89%. 

Disagreements were discussed and resolved through reference to the codebook and the news 

text. A chance-corrected coefficient was not calculated because the project retained the 

consensus coding matrix rather than a complete pre-adjudication coder-by-item matrix for each 

variable. Reporting Cohen’s kappa (Cohen, 1960) or Krippendorff’s alpha (Krippendorff, 2018) 

from the final consensus sheet would therefore be misleading. The study transparently reports 

the available percentage agreement and treats it as a consistency check rather than as a full 

reliability coefficient. 

Reflexivity was also important because the July 2024 uprising remains politically sensitive in 

Bangladesh. The coders were familiar with the Bangladeshi political and media context, but the 

codebook required them to code only what was visible in the report: headline, lead, quoted or 

paraphrased voice, actor position, blame direction, tone, and image-caption logic. Terms such 

as shahid or martyr were treated as emic or memorial language when they appeared in the report 

or when the item used a clear martyr-memory frame. Their use in the codebook is therefore an 

analytical record of Prothom Alo’s language and symbolic framing, not a political endorsement 

by the researchers. 

The analysis followed a broad-to-small pathway. First, each item was coded for phase, 

dominant macro-frame, and micro-frame. Second, it was coded for source ecology, actor voice, 

leader visibility, tone, blame, headline structure, victim language, region, and lead-image frame. 

Third, the coded patterns were qualitatively analysed using the four framing devices. 

Several variables were coded as multi-label indicators. Headline logic, victim/shahid language, 

actor visibility, and some tone categories could receive multiple codes when a report clearly 

contained more than one device. For these variables, percentages mean the percentage of phase 

items containing that code, so column totals may exceed 100%. Actor-specific tone rows also 

do not exhaust all phases, as many reports did not foreground every actor group. 

The design should therefore be read as a qualitatively dominant mixed-methods design. Counts, 

percentages, and limited chi-square checks are used to support the interpretation and to show 
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whether phase differences are visible in the coded corpus. They do not measure audience effects 

and do not replace close reading. Association checks are reported only for source ecology and 

lead-image framing. For source ecology, the three low-frequency rows are collapsed into 

another category before testing, so that the assumption-checking assumption is met. Tone, 

blame, headline logic, and leader voice are treated descriptively because they are more 

interpretive, hierarchical, multi-label, or sparse in some cells. For this reason, the leader/actor 

table is discussed qualitatively rather than tested inferentially. Because the corpus was 

purposively constructed rather than randomly sampled, the reported p-values should be 

interpreted as within-corpus association tests. They show the strength of phase-linked patterns 

in the coded sample, but they are not used to generalise to all Prothom Alo articles or to infer 

audience effects. 

Table 2 

Retrieval and coding pathway from corpus construction to interpretation 

Coding/retrieval action Output Framing layer 

Define time boundary: 5 June-5 September 2024 Three politically distinct 

phases 
Research design 

Retrieve candidate reports from timeline, archive, 

keyword, campus, district, court, hospital, victim, 

and memorial searches 

High-retrieval Prothom Alo 

corpus 
Corpus construction 

Screen relevance and exclude opinion-only, 

duplicate, unrelated, or background-only items 
257 verified unique online 

reports 
Corpus audit 

Identify phase and macro-frame Three-phase corpus map Functional framing 

Code micro-frame and blame direction Event-level meaning 

categories 
Functional and symbolic framing 

Code source ecology and actor visibility Voice and legitimacy map Institutional framing 

Code headline logic and language cues Action, violence, legal, 

memory, victim wording 
Structural and symbolic framing 

Code lead image or image-caption logic Visual frame categories Symbolic and institutional framing 

Interpret the phase-wise editorial routine Sequential realignment model All four framing layers 

Note. The pathway shows both the corpus-construction audit and the interpretive coding 

sequence. 
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Table 3 

Coder reliability and adjudication procedure 

Element Procedure Interpretive value 

Number of coders Five individual coders Reduced dependence on one researcher’s 

judgment 

Training stage Shared codebook discussion and pilot coding 

from each phase 
Created a common understanding of categories 

Cross-check stage Rotating exchange of coded items among coders Tested whether categories were applied 

consistently 

Agreement score 89% percentage agreement before final 

adjudication 
Shows practical agreement but is not a chance-

corrected coefficient 

Adjudication Disagreements were discussed, and the final 

matrix was fixed by consensus 
Improved consistency of the final interpretive 

dataset 

Note. The score reports pre-adjudication percentage agreement. The limitations of this measure 

are explained in the Methodology and Conclusion sections. 

5. RESULTS 

The results are organised from the broadest temporal pattern to the smaller textual, visual, and 

institutional framing devices. The item numbers used in the interpretation refer to Appendix A, 

where each number is hyperlinked to the relevant Prothom Alo report. Percentages are reported 

within each phase, so the direction of change is clear across the three periods. 

5.1 Phase movement and dominant macro-frame 

Table 4 

Phase movement and dominant frame concentration 

Phase n (% of corpus) Dominant frame 

concentration 
Main interpretive meaning 

Phase 1: 5 June-14 

July 
38 (14.8%) Legal-grievance and 

mobilisation: 33 items (86.8%) 
The issue is presented mainly in terms of 

quota fairness, merit, court uncertainty, 

and student mobilisation. 

Phase 2: 15 July-1 

August 
99 (38.5%) Repression/accountability: 56 

items (56.6%); movement 

legitimacy: 34 items (34.3%) 

The frame shifts after violence, deaths, 

detention, curfew, and evidence of harm. 

Phase 3: 2 August-5 

September 
120 (46.7%) Transition/memory and 

accountability: 86 items 

(71.7%) 

Coverage turns toward one-point demand, 

regime fall, legal aftermath, victim care, 

and martyr memory. 

Total 257 (100.0%) Three-phase sequence The corpus does not show a single fixed 

editorial position; it shows a sequence of 

realignments. 

Table 4 shows the main storyline of the corpus. The early reports are not primarily anti-

government; they are issue-centred, focusing on quotas, merit, legal uncertainty, and 
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mobilisation. The second phase shifts the moral centre of the coverage, as deaths, injuries, 

custody, and curfew become unavoidable news facts. The third phase then provides the 

movement with a transition and memory frame, especially through one-point demands, cases, 

victim treatment, and Shaheedi March coverage. 

The first phase can be seen in A1, whose headline, ‘সর োবর র্ো বররত ম্ুক্তির োদ্ধো ক োটো 

ৈোবতরলর পবরপত্র অবৈধ’ (‘Circular cancelling the freedom fighter quota in government jobs 

declared illegal’), defines the problem as a legal and administrative dispute. Functionally, the 

report centres legal uncertainty; structurally, the headline foregrounds the court decision; 

symbolically, it reopens the merit-versus-quota package; institutionally, authority remains close 

to legal and state procedure. A24, ‘গুবলস্তোরনর ক্তিররো পরেরে অৈররোধ  রররছন ক োটোবৈররোধী 

আরদোলন োরীরো’ (‘Anti-quota protesters block Zero Point in Gulistan’), then shifts the same 

issue toward mobilisation: the structural focus is action in public space, while the symbolic 

frame moves from legal grievance to collective claim-making. 

5.2 Source ecology: whose voice became authoritative 

Table 5 

Source ecology and authoritative voice across phases 

Primary source ecology Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Total 

Movement/students/coordinators 31 (81.6%) 47 (47.5%) 37 (30.8%) 115 (44.7%) 

Victim/family/medical evidence 2 (5.3%) 39 (39.4%) 69 (57.5%) 110 (42.8%) 

State/party/security actors 2 (5.3%) 3 (3.0%) 9 (7.5%) 14 (5.4%) 

Institutional/legal actors 3 (7.9%) 5 (5.1%) 4 (3.3%) 12 (4.7%) 

Mixed/public-cultural actors 0 (0.0%) 5 (5.1%) 1 (0.8%) 6 (2.3%) 

The source ecology is the clearest institutional shift. In Phase 1, movement and student voices 

dominate because the problem is still being reported as a claim-making issue. In Phase 2, 

victim-, family-, medical-, and witness-based evidence increases sharply to 39.4%. In Phase 3, 

this evidence-based source ecology becomes dominant, accounting for 57.5%. This means that 

Prothom Alo not only quoted different actors; it also shifted the type of actor that carried 

authority. For the descriptive association check, the three smallest source categories were 

collapsed into an official/institutional/other row. The collapsed source-ecology table varied by 

phase, χ²(4, N = 257) = 35.82, p < .001, Cramér’s V = .26. This within-corpus statistic supports 

the descriptive claim that the authority structure of the reports changed across phases, without 

making an audience-effect or population-generalisation claim. 
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5.3 Editorial realignment across the three phases 

Table 6 

Editorial realignment across the three phases 

Phase Editorial routine Dominant story form Main source hierarchy Framing effect 

Phase 1 Issue-reporting 

routine 
Quota, court, blockade, 

demand, memorandum 
Students, courts, officials The movement appears legitimate 

but remains within the bounds of 

normal institutional politics. 

Phase 2 Repression-

monitoring routine 
Attack, death, injury, 

custody, curfew, arrest 
Victims, hospitals, 

witnesses, students, 

police, party actors 

State and ruling-party legitimacy 

weakens because harm becomes 

evidentiary. 

Phase 3 Transition-

accountability 

routine 

One-point demand, 

resignation, legal case, 

victim care, memory 

Movement coordinators, 

victims, courts, families, 

and interim actors 

Movement gains naming power, 

and the former regime becomes an 

accountable actor. 

Table 6 shows that the shift was not only a change in tone. It was also a change in editorial 

routine: from reporting the quota issue to documenting repression to narrating transition and 

memory. This supports Tuchman’s view that news frames are shaped through routines of source 

access, story form, and available evidence. 

Phase 2 clearly shows the four-layer model. A50, ‘ছোত্রলীগ -পুবলরশর সরে আরদোলন োরীরদর 

সংঘরষ চ বনহত ৬’ (‘Six killed in clashes involving Chhatra League, police and protesters’), 

changes the functional problem from quota fairness to deadly confrontation. The headline 

places death at the front of the story; the symbolic opposition becomes protesters versus 

coercive actors; and the institutional source field moves toward evidence of casualties and 

accountability. A80, ‘আশুগরে আরদোলন োরী বশক্ষোর্থীরদর সরে পুবলরশর সংঘষ চ র্লরছ’ 

(‘Clashes with protesting students and police continue in Ashuganj’), similarly makes police 

confrontation the organising script rather than a background detail. 
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5.4 Political voice, leader visibility, and valence 

Table 7 

Phase-specific leader visibility and valence across political blocs 

Bloc/actor Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Meaning for framing 

Sheikh Hasina 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%) 13 (10.8%); mainly 

negative/accountability-

focused 

She becomes central 

after rupture through 

resignation, departure, 

trial demand, and case 

frames. 

Awami League local 

leaders, former MPs, 

and party figures 

1 (2.6%); routine 6 (6.1%); problematic 10 (8.3%); 

negative/accountability-

focused 

The party shifts from 

governing actor to a 

problem-bearing object 

of crisis reporting. 

Chhatra League and the 

ruling-party student 

wing 

1 (2.6%); limited 9 (9.1%); strongly 

problematic 
3 (2.5%); 

accountability-linked 
Its visibility is tied 

mainly to attack, clash, 

and blame frames. 

Anti-Discrimination 

Student 

Movement/coordinators 

0 (0.0%) 8 (8.1%); 

legitimising/victimised 
21 (17.5%); 

authoritative 
The coordinators move 

from organisers to 

sources of political 

naming power. 

Victims and families 1 (2.6%); 

empathetic 
28 (28.3%); victimised 52 (43.3%); moral 

authority 
Their visibility turns 

suffering into the 

strongest moral 

evidence. 

BNP/Jamaat/opposition-

linked actors 
1 (2.6%); 

supportive/limited 
3 (3.0%); mixed 1 (0.8%); 

victim/limited 
Opposition actors 

appear, but they do not 

dominate the corpus's 

source structure. 

Note. Percentages in Table 7 use the number of phase items as the denominator. Categories 

are not exhaustive because more than one actor may appear in a single report. 

Leader visibility confirms that visibility, voice, and valence are distinct. Sheikh Hasina 

becomes visible mainly after the rupture, not as an ordinary quoted source but as the central 

figure in resignation and accountability frames. Movement coordinators and victims gain 

authority differently: coordinators gain political voice, while victims and families gain moral 

voice. BNP, Jamaat, and opposition-linked actors remain marginal in the overall source 

ecology, even when they appear in a few reports. The table is therefore treated as a descriptive 

pattern rather than as a basis for a chi-square association test, because several actor categories 

are rare in Phase 1 and the table counts actor-visibility mentions rather than all 257 news items. 
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5.5 Tone toward actors and political blocs 

Table 8 

Tone toward key actor groups across phases 

Target actor Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Main reading 

Movement/students Legitimising: 29 

(76.3%); neutral: 8 

(21.1%) 

Legitimising: 60 

(60.6%); victim-

evidence legitimising: 

33 (33.3%) 

Legitimising: 87 

(72.5%); victim-

evidence legitimising: 

30 (25.0%) 

The movement is rarely 

problematised; after violence, it is 

further legitimised through 

evidence of harm. 

Government/Awam

i League 
Critical: 0 (0.0%); 

neutral: 37 (97.4%) 
Critical: 58 (58.6%); 

neutral: 37 (37.4%) 
Critical: 74 (61.7%); 

neutral: 43 (35.8%) 
The government moves from a 

procedural actor to the main object 

of accountability. 

Police/security 

actors 
Critical/problemati

c: 3 (7.9%) 
Critical/problematic: 

14 (14.1%); 

neutral/control: 8 

(8.1%) 

Critical/problematic: 7 

(5.8%); neutral/control: 

7 (5.8%) 

Police become most problematic 

in the repression phase, especially 

around force, custody, and death. 

Chhatra 

League/ruling 

student wing 

Critical/problemati

c: 1 (2.6%) 
Critical/problematic: 9 

(9.1%) 
Critical/problematic: 3 

(2.5%) 
The wing is associated mainly 

with attack and clash frames, 

especially in Phase 2. 

BNP/Jamaat/opposi

tion-linked actors 
1 item (2.6%); 

supportive/limited 
3 items (3.0%); mixed: 

1 supportive, 2 

critical/problematic 

1 item (0.8%); 

victim/empathetic 
They are visible only at the 

margins; percentages should be 

read as limited visibility, not a 

strong tonal trend. 

Note. Rows in Table 8 are actor-specific. Items in which an actor group was not foregrounded 

are not counted in that actor row, so row totals do not necessarily equal phase totals. 

The tonal pattern is asymmetric. The student movement is legitimised across all phases, while 

the government and Awami League become increasingly problematised after visible repression. 

Police and Chhatra League are not always foregrounded, but when they are foregrounded, the 

frame is mostly tied to force, custody, attack, or accountability. The opposition-linked category 

is too small to support a large claim, but it is important because it shows that Prothom Alo did 

not simply replace one official bloc with another opposition bloc. 

5.6 Blame attribution 

Table 9 

Blame attribution by phase 

Blame attribution Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Total 

Government/AL/student 

wing/security 
3 (7.9%) 57 (57.6%) 70 (58.3%) 130 (50.6%) 

Protesters/unknown violent 

actors 
0 (0.0%) 3 (3.0%) 1 (0.8%) 4 (1.6%) 

Court/legal uncertainty 4 (10.5%) 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%) 4 (1.6%) 

Diffuse/unclear/systemic 31 (81.6%) 39 (39.4%) 49 (40.8%) 119 (46.3%) 
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Blame attribution is the strongest functional result. In Phase 1, responsibility is mostly diffuse 

or linked to legal uncertainty. In Phases 2 and 3, blame shifts toward the government, the ruling 

party, the Chhatra League, and the security actors. This does not mean every report contains a 

direct accusation; rather, the story logic increasingly connects the crisis to coercion, force, 

custody, and accountability. 

The actor and blame coding is also visible in item-level examples. A180, ‘হবৈগরে আওেোম্ী 

লীরগর সরে আরদোলন োরীরদর সংঘরষ চ এ িন বনহত, আহত শতোবধ ’ (‘One killed and over 

a hundred injured in clashes between Awami League and protesters in Habiganj’), makes the 

Awami League part of the causal field rather than a neutral governing background. A138, 

‘আবরিসহ কেপ্তোর বশক্ষোর্থীরদর ম্ুক্তি দোবৈ  ররলন িোহোেীরনগর বৈশ্ববৈদযোলরের প্রোিন 

বশক্ষোর্থীরো’ (‘Former Jahangirnagar University students demand release of Arif and other 

arrested students’), shows a different device: the frame is not only violence but detention, 

solidarity, and release demand, which gives civic and movement-linked voices moral force. 

5.7 Headline structure: action, violence, law, and memory 

Table 10 

Headline structure across phases 

Headline logic Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Total mentions 

Mobilisation/action 25 (65.8%) 26 (26.3%) 23 (19.2%) 74 

Violence/death/injury 2 (5.3%) 42 (42.4%) 61 (50.8%) 105 

Official/legal/control 8 (21.1%) 31 (31.3%) 41 (34.2%) 80 

Memory/victory/transition 1 (2.6%) 4 (4.0%) 44 (36.7%) 49 

Other/mixed 2 (5.3%) 7 (7.1%) 6 (5.0%) 15 

Note. Headline logic was coded as a multi-label variable. Percentages report the share of phase 

items that contain each headline logic, so the columns may exceed 100%. 

The headline structure shows how Pan and Kosicki’s structural devices worked in the corpus. 

Phase 1 headlines mainly foreground action and mobilisation. Phase 2 headlines shift toward 

death, injury, force, and control. Phase 3 headlines combine legal accountability, transition, and 

memory. The frame shift is therefore visible at the headline level as a text-level pattern.  
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5.8 Lead images and visual framing 

Table 11 

Lead-image framing across phases 

Lead-image frame Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Total 

Protest/mobilisation 28 (73.7%) 24 (24.2%) 14 (11.7%) 66 (25.7%) 

Violence/repression 3 (7.9%) 49 (49.5%) 20 (16.7%) 72 (28.0%) 

Symbolic victory/memory 1 (2.6%) 3 (3.0%) 38 (31.7%) 42 (16.3%) 

Institutional/legal/official 5 (13.2%) 10 (10.1%) 22 (18.3%) 37 (14.4%) 

Victim/evidentiary aftermath 1 (2.6%) 13 (13.1%) 26 (21.7%) 40 (15.6%) 

Lead images reinforced the textual sequence. In Phase 1, the visual field mostly presents 

students as organised claim-makers. In Phase 2, visuals of violence and repression become the 

largest category. In Phase 3, symbolic victory, memory, and victim aftermath visuals grow. The 

newspaper, therefore, did not praise the government visually; the image pattern increasingly 

humanised the movement and made the state force visible. The phase-by-visual-frame 

association is strong in descriptive terms, χ²(8, N = 257) = 112.95, p < .001, Cramér’s V = .47, 

confirming that visual framing changed in parallel with textual framing. 

5.9 Victim, shahid, and memory language 

Table 12 

Victim and Shahid language across phases 

Language category Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3 Total mentions 

Death/injury/bullet-wound 

wording 
1 (2.6%) 27 (27.3%) 51 (42.5%) 79 

Family and grief wording 2 (5.3%) 20 (20.2%) 37 (30.8%) 59 

Legal murder-case 

wording 
0 (0.0%) 5 (5.1%) 14 (11.7%) 19 

Shahid/martyr-memory 

wording 
0 (0.0%) 3 (3.0%) 20 (16.7%) 23 

Note. The victim and shahid language were coded as multi-label variables. Percentages report 

the share of phase items that contain each wording type, so the columns may exceed 100%. 

The victim's language becomes more layered over time. At first, the paper reports mobilisation 

and grievance. After the killings, death, injury, hospital, and bullet-wound language turns the 

movement into a moral case. After 5 August, shahid and memory language becomes more 

visible, meaning the killed protesters are increasingly framed not only as casualties but as part 

of public remembrance. 
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The transition-memory phase is anchored by items such as A220, ‘ক োটো সংস্কোর আরদোলন: 

ৈোসোও বনরোপদ নে, গুবলরত ম্ৃতয য ছে নোরী ও কম্রেবশশুর’ (‘Quota reform movement: even 

homes were unsafe; six women and girls died from bullets’). Functionally, the problem is no 

longer a street clash but the reach of lethal force into ordinary life; structurally, the headline 

begins with insecurity inside the home; symbolically, women and children become evidence of 

moral injury; institutionally, victim testimony and aftermath reporting carry authority. A251, 

‘আওেোম্ী লীগ সর োররর ক্ষম্তোর্য যবতর ম্োস পূবত চরত  োল হরৈ শহীবদ ম্োর্চ’ (‘Shaheedi March 

tomorrow marking one month since the Awami League government’s fall’), and A254, ‘িোতীে 

পতো ো হোরত শহীবদ ম্োর্চ’ (‘Shaheedi March with the national flag’), show how the same event 

becomes public memory through march, flag, martyr, and anniversary symbols. 

5.10 Geographic scope and regional visibility 

Table 13 

Regional and divisional distribution of the corpus 

Region/division n % of 

corpus 
Main framing pattern 

National/non-regional 90 35.0% National scale, court, policy, deaths, transition, and public memory. 

Dhaka division 83 32.3% Capital protest spaces, nearby district clashes, cases, and transition 

politics. 

Unspecified district/local 38 14.8% Localised district reports where the exact division cue is not 

retained in the compact coding sheet. 

Chattogram division 15 5.8% Campus, port city, and district-level mobilisation and violence. 

Rangpur division 9 3.5% Strongly connected to Abu Sayeed and martyr-memory framing. 

Rajshahi division 8 3.1% Campus and northern district protest visibility. 

Barishal division 5 1.9% Smaller but visible district mobilisation and repression frames. 

Khulna division 4 1.6% Limited district-level appearance. 

Sylhet/Mymensingh combined 5 1.9% Low visibility in this corpus. 

The corpus remains strongly national and Dhaka-centred, but it is not only a Dhaka story. 

Rangpur matters beyond its numerical share because Abu Sayeed becomes a symbolic centre 

of the uprising. Chattogram, Rajshahi, Barishal, Khulna, and other local reports show that 

Prothom Alo connected the movement to a wider territorial field, although the capital and 

national political frame remained dominant. 
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5.11 Functional, structural, symbolic, and institutional framing summary 

Table 14 

Merged summary of the four framing devices and results 

Framing summary Core device Main result in the 257-item corpus Contribution to the argument 

Functional framing 

summary 
Problem definition, 

cause, moral 

judgement, remedy 

Quota grievance becomes repression, 

then transition memory; blame shifts 

toward the ruling party and toward 

security accountability. 

Explains why the paper’s core 

argument is sequential 

realignment, not fixed 

neutrality or simple 

partisanship. 

Structural framing 

summary 
Headline, lead, story 

order, script 
Action headlines give way to death, 

injury, custody, legal case, resignation, 

and memory headlines. 

Shows that the frame shift is 

built into news form and story 

architecture. 

Discursive-symbolic 

framing summary 
Keyword clusters, 

binary opposition, 

narrative package 

Merit, anti-discrimination, victim, 

shahid, victory, and memory become 

repeated symbolic packages. 

Explains how moral legitimacy 

is built through repeated words, 

images, and identity cues. 

Institutional framing 

summary 
Source hierarchy, 

official dominance, 

editorial routine 

Students dominate Phase 1; victims 

and evidence dominate Phases 2 and 3; 

official credibility weakens. 

Explains how Prothom Alo’s 

authority structure changes as 

violence and political rupture 

unfold. 

Table 14 brings the four framing summaries together. The key finding is that Prothom Alo 

behaved as a sequentially realigning newspaper during the July movement: it first normalised 

the grievance as a legitimate issue, then documented repression through victims' evidence, and 

finally helped narrate the movement as one of transition, accountability, and public memory. 

6. DISCUSSION 

Read against the research questions, the findings answer the study in five steps. RQ1 shows that 

Prothom Alo’s dominant frame moved from legal grievance and mobilisation to 

repression/accountability and then to transition-memory. RQ2 shows that the source of 

authority shifted from students and procedural actors to victims, families, medical evidence, 

courts, and coordinators. RQ3 shows that the movement was mainly legitimised, while the 

government, the Awami League, the Chhatra League, and police/security actors became 

increasingly linked to accountability and blame. RQ4 shows that headlines, victim language, 

and lead images carried the same phase shift before readers reached the full article body. RQ5 

shows that the paper’s behaviour is best described as sequential realignment rather than stable 

neutrality or immediate partisanship. 

The focused results support a careful argument: Prothom Alo did not remain fully neutral over 

the three-month period, nor did it begin as an openly oppositional newspaper. Its coverage 

suggests sequential realignment. In Phase 1, the paper worked largely within a legal-grievance 

and campus-mobilisation frame. In Phase 2, visible repression changed the reporting 
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environment. In Phase 3, the government's fall created space for transition, legal accountability, 

and the framing of martyr memory. 

This pattern refines the protest-paradigm literature. The protest paradigm predicts that 

mainstream media often reduce protests to disorder, disruption, and threat. That logic is only 

partly visible here. Some early reports carried official caution and public-order language, but 

the overall Phase 1 pattern kept the grievance visible. After 15 July, Prothom Alo’s coverage 

constructed the crisis less as protest deviance and more as evidence of harm, accountability, 

and official failure. The paper therefore shows a conditional protest-paradigm pattern: 

delegitimising protest language becomes harder to maintain when death, injury, hospital 

evidence, and witness accounts become central to the news frame. 

The findings also strengthen indexing and source-hierarchy arguments, but with an important 

correction. The source field did not simply move from government voices to opposition voices. 

BNP, Jamaat, and opposition-linked actors remained marginal in the corpus. The stronger shift 

was from official and procedural sources toward students, victims, families, medical evidence, 

court documents, and movement coordinators. This means the sequential realignment was 

evidence-led and victim-centred rather than opposition-party-led. 

The findings on the leader and actor make this point clearer. Sheikh Hasina and Awami League 

figures became more visible mainly after the regime rupture, but this was not positive visibility. 

Their visibility appeared through resignation, departure, legal accountability, and blame frames. 

By contrast, coordinators and victim-memory figures gained moral and political authority. This 

difference matters because it separates visibility from voice. A visible actor may be blamed, 

investigated, or symbolically displaced; a voiced actor may be treated as a legitimate narrator 

of the crisis. 

The visual and shahid-memory findings extend the argument beyond textual tone. In Phase 2, 

violent and repressive images helped make the crisis visible as embodied harm. In Phase 3, 

symbolic victory and memory images helped convert the uprising into a national memory event. 

The movement was not framed only as a set of demands; it became a story of sacrifice, 

mourning, justice, and public remembrance. This is where Gamson and Modigliani’s symbolic 

framing is especially useful: repeated victim and martyr cues condensed a complex political 

crisis into morally recognisable packages. 

The regional distribution adds one further insight. Prothom Alo’s coverage remained partly 

capital-centred, but district and divisional items helped nationalise the crisis. Dhaka provided 
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the central protest and transition stage, while Rangpur, Chattogram, Rajshahi, Barishal, Khulna, 

and other district-level reports provided local evidence of mobilisation, injury, death, and 

accountability. Lower-visibility regions such as Sylhet and Mymensingh appeared only 

marginally in this corpus. The paper, therefore, did not portray the July movement as a purely 

Dhaka event. It used local evidence to support a national crisis frame. 

Overall, Prothom Alo’s behaviour during the July movement can be summarised in one 

sentence: it moved from cautious issue reporting to evidence-based accountability journalism 

and then to transition-memory framing as state credibility weakened and victim evidence 

became central. The newspaper’s alignment changed not primarily through open partisan 

endorsement, but through changes in source hierarchy, headline logic, visual evidence, and the 

growing authority of victims, coordinators, and public memory. 

 

7. CONCLUSION 

This article analysed 257 Prothom Alo reports published between 5 June and 5 September 2024 

to explain how one influential Bangla-language newspaper framed Bangladesh’s July 2024 

movement and its aftermath. Using a four-layer model drawn from Entman, Pan and Kosicki, 

Gamson and Modigliani, and Tuchman, the study found a clear sequential movement from legal 

grievance to repression-accountability and then to transition-memory. The most important 

finding is that Prothom Alo’s framing changed through evidence and source hierarchy rather 

than through a single abrupt partisan turn. The movement was not mainly presented as a BNP-

Jamaat project. It was mainly narrated through students, coordinators, victims, families, 

medical evidence, and public memory. 

The study has limitations. It focuses on a single newspaper and therefore cannot represent the 

entire Bangladeshi media system. It uses a high-retrieval online corpus rather than a proprietary 

archive, and it relies on manual coding supported by percentage agreement rather than a chance-

corrected reliability coefficient. A valid Cohen’s kappa or Krippendorff’s alpha calculation 

would require the separate pre-adjudication coding sheets for each coder and variable. The 

study also analyses published news texts rather than newsroom interviews, so it cannot directly 

prove editorial intent. These limits define the scope of the claim. 

The findings suggest that Bangladeshi media outlets should treat protest coverage as more than 

event reporting. During political crises, newsrooms should make source hierarchies transparent, 
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separate movement demands from public-order narratives, carefully verify casualty and custody 

information, avoid reducing protesters to partisan labels without evidence, and responsibly 

preserve victim and visual evidence. Future research should compare Prothom Alo with other 

Bangla and English-language newspapers, television channels, and online platforms; calculate 

chance-corrected reliability scores for multi-coder datasets; examine homepage placement and 

social-media repackaging; and conduct newsroom interviews to understand how journalists 

worked under shutdowns, pressure, and post-regime transition. Such work would show whether 

the sequential realignment found here is specific to Prothom Alo or part of a wider media-

system response to the July 2024 uprising. 
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APPENDIX A 

Item numbers retain the order used in the text and are hyperlinked to the corresponding Prothom 

Alo reports. For compact verification, each entry shows the item number and two grouped codes 

in parentheses: the macro-frame code and the source-ecology code. Macro-frame codes are: 

LGM = legal-grievance/mobilisation; RA = repression/accountability; ML = movement 

legitimacy; TMA = transition/memory and accountability; and OTH = other/mixed. Source-

ecology codes are MSC = movement/students/coordinators; VFM = victim/family/medical 

evidence; SPS = state/party/security actors; ILA = institutional/legal actors; and MPC = 

mixed/public-cultural actors. The grouped codes correspond to the variables reported in Tables 

4 and 5. Full headlines, translations, URLs, and coding data are retained in a supplementary 

coding inventory. All links were last verified on 7 July 2026. 
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A4 (LGM; MSC) A5 (LGM; MSC) A6 (LGM; MSC) 
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A34 (LGM; MSC) A35 (LGM; MSC) A36 (LGM; MSC) 
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https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/sp2jbrxncq
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/shz0j89ro5
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/od5uvsc5ed
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/xm2jadsjt6
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/g4tlencsm8
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/zl8omh8ad4
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/gpyjbr61kg
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/o6hx8s61gv
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/sdgxex7uif
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/0mphn73f6x
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/e98ft4wxwp
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/lp03yemwer
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/amtaliz4sd
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/w3s2y51uze
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/4zz9x67cgt
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/k1ytk8rf5f
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/u87gdrzkoa
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/8tmyvr2zi6
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/fyebzybomv
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/46aud6c0fw
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/h697i42rwa
https://www.prothomalo.com/education/v4j90tzog4
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/skv80azi9h
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/yuqyju2wyc
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/o3tlkjv4ut
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/s2s6hu34e3
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/ji51z0tebo
https://www.prothomalo.com/politics/15f3mx8mq1
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/82jxr3uyi6
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/qmi2srwmz1
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/7ywjli3hrf
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/25n171v4ac
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/lwwp0h8wty
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/jyfkuz6nu2
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/oge1um24ih
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/h6dxt7siwl
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/bu6uf1k62f
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/mp17f8ju1q
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/fh27wxiy52
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/2yt74df0iq
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/qlmt9q7qiw
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/tmltxslqqc
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/l9hjj5p5sg
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/1gwvyiambx
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/edqhguj5c3
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/671x6o5ojl
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/zcpl4efxdg
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/scimmj4140
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/uybqewjc77
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/xq1zadx1tn
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/yny8788ge9
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/capital/lloj1prcb7
https://www.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/district/l8jnswbxtu


CenRaPS Journal of Social Sciences, Volume 8, Issue 2, 2026, 138-169 

 

166 

 

A39 (ML; MSC) A40 (ML; SPS) A41 (RA; MSC) 

A60 (RA; SPS) A61 (ML; MSC) A62 (RA; MSC) 

A63 (RA; SPS) A64 (ML; MSC) A65 (RA; MSC) 

A66 (RA; MSC) A67 (ML; VFM) A68 (RA; MSC) 

A69 (RA; VFM) A70 (RA; VFM) A71 (ML; MSC) 

A72 (ML; VFM) A73 (RA; MSC) A74 (RA; MSC) 

A75 (RA; MSC) A76 (ML; VFM) A77 (ML; MSC) 

A78 (ML; MSC) A79 (RA; MSC) A80 (ML; MSC) 
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A135 (ML; VFM) A136 (OTH; VFM) A137 (OTH; VFM) 

Table A3 

Phase 3 coded source index (2 August-5 September 2024; A138-A257) 

A138 (TMA; ILA) A139 (TMA; MSC) A140 (TMA; SPS) 

A141 (TMA; MSC) A142 (TMA; SPS) A143 (OTH; MSC) 

A144 (TMA; VFM) A145 (TMA; MSC) A146 (TMA; VFM) 

A147 (TMA; SPS) A148 (TMA; MSC) A149 (OTH; MSC) 

A150 (TMA; MSC) A151 (TMA; VFM) A152 (TMA; VFM) 

A153 (TMA; VFM) A154 (TMA; VFM) A155 (TMA; VFM) 

A156 (OTH; SPS) A157 (OTH; MSC) A158 (TMA; VFM) 

A159 (TMA; VFM) A160 (TMA; VFM) A161 (TMA; VFM) 

A162 (TMA; SPS) A163 (TMA; SPS) A164 (TMA; SPS) 
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A138 (TMA; ILA) A139 (TMA; MSC) A140 (TMA; SPS) 

A165 (TMA; VFM) A166 (TMA; VFM) A167 (TMA; SPS) 

A168 (TMA; VFM) A169 (TMA; VFM) A170 (TMA; SPS) 

A171 (OTH; MSC) A172 (OTH; MSC) A173 (TMA; VFM) 

A174 (TMA; MSC) A175 (TMA; VFM) A176 (OTH; VFM) 

A177 (OTH; MSC) A178 (TMA; MSC) A179 (OTH; MPC) 

A180 (TMA; VFM) A181 (OTH; VFM) A182 (TMA; MSC) 

A183 (TMA; MSC) A184 (TMA; MSC) A185 (OTH; MSC) 

A186 (OTH; MSC) A187 (OTH; MSC) A188 (TMA; ILA) 

A189 (TMA; MSC) A190 (TMA; MSC) A191 (OTH; MSC) 

A192 (TMA; MSC) A193 (TMA; MSC) A194 (OTH; MSC) 

A195 (TMA; MSC) A196 (TMA; MSC) A197 (TMA; MSC) 

A198 (OTH; VFM) A199 (TMA; MSC) A200 (TMA; ILA) 

A201 (TMA; MSC) A202 (TMA; VFM) A203 (OTH; VFM) 

A204 (TMA; MSC) A205 (TMA; VFM) A206 (TMA; ILA) 

A207 (TMA; VFM) A208 (OTH; MSC) A209 (OTH; MSC) 

A210 (OTH; VFM) A211 (TMA; MSC) A212 (TMA; VFM) 

A213 (TMA; MSC) A214 (TMA; MSC) A215 (TMA; VFM) 

A216 (OTH; MSC) A217 (OTH; VFM) A218 (TMA; VFM) 

A219 (OTH; VFM) A220 (OTH; VFM) A221 (OTH; VFM) 

A222 (TMA; VFM) A223 (TMA; VFM) A224 (OTH; VFM) 

A225 (OTH; VFM) A226 (TMA; VFM) A227 (TMA; VFM) 

A228 (OTH; VFM) A229 (TMA; VFM) A230 (OTH; VFM) 

A231 (OTH; VFM) A232 (TMA; VFM) A233 (TMA; VFM) 

A234 (OTH; VFM) A235 (TMA; VFM) A236 (TMA; VFM) 

A237 (TMA; VFM) A238 (TMA; VFM) A239 (TMA; VFM) 

A240 (OTH; VFM) A241 (TMA; VFM) A242 (TMA; VFM) 

A243 (TMA; VFM) A244 (TMA; VFM) A245 (TMA; VFM) 

A246 (TMA; VFM) A247 (TMA; VFM) A248 (OTH; VFM) 

A249 (TMA; VFM) A250 (OTH; VFM) A251 (TMA; VFM) 

A252 (TMA; VFM) A253 (TMA; VFM) A254 (TMA; VFM) 

A255 (TMA; VFM) A256 (TMA; VFM) A257 (TMA; VFM) 
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APPENDIX B 

Codebook for the framing analysis 

Table B1 

Coding variables and theoretical links 

Variable Coding question Main values Theoretical link 

Phase When in the crisis cycle does the 

report appear? 
Phase 1; Phase 2; Phase 3 Temporal framing 

Dominant macro-

frame 
What is the main meaning of the 

report? 
LGM = legal-grievance/mobilisation; 

RA = repression/accountability; ML = 

movement legitimacy; TMA = 

transition/memory and accountability; 

OTH = other/mixed; state-defence was 

retained as a possible code but did not 

appear as a dominant macro-frame in 

this corpus. 

Entman 

Micro-frame What smaller event logic carries 

the report? 
Mobilisation; legal contest; 

death/injury; arrest/case; solidarity; 

memory; control 

Entman and Gamson 

& Modigliani 

Primary source 

ecology 
Whose voice or evidence is most 

foregrounded? 
MSC = 

movement/students/coordinators; 

VFM = victim/family/medical 

evidence; SPS = state/party/security 

actors; ILA = institutional/legal actors; 

MPC = mixed/public-cultural actors. 

Tuchman 

Actor visibility Which political, student, civic, or 

victim actors appear? 
Movement, students, AL, Chhatra 

League, police, BNP, Jamaat/Shibir, 

victims 

Tuchman and Pan & 

Kosicki 

Leader visibility Which named leaders or figures 

are foregrounded? 
Sheikh Hasina, Obaidul Quader, 

Nahid/coordinators, Sarjis, victims, 

opposition figures 

Institutional and 

symbolic framing 

Tone toward 

movement 
Does the report legitimise, 

neutralise, or problematise the 

movement? 

Legitimising; mixed; neutral; 

problematising 
Entman 

Tone toward 

government/AL 
How is the government or Awami 

League positioned? 
Critical; neutral; legitimising/official-

defensive 
Entman and Tuchman 

Tone toward 

police/security 
How are police, DB, RAB, BGB, 

or security actors positioned? 
Critical/accountability-focused; 

neutral/official-control; not 

foregrounded 

Entman 

Blame attribution Who or what is treated as 

responsible? 
Government/AL/security; 

protesters/unknown; court/legal 

uncertainty; diffuse; mixed 

Entman 

Headline logic What kind of headline structure 

leads the report? 
Mobilisation/action; violence/death; 

official/legal; memory; human-interest 
Pan & Kosicki 

Victim/Shahid 

language 
How are those killed or injured 

named? 
Death/injury; family grief; murder-

case; martyr/memory 
Gamson & 

Modigliani 

Lead-image frame What visual meaning is 

foregrounded? 
Protest; violence/repression; symbolic 

victory/memory; aftermath; 

official/elite 

Visual framing 

Note. The codebook connects each variable to the four-layer framing framework. 


