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Abstract  

Historiography of Islam in Bengal has long been dominated by an invasion-centric paradigm that dates the origins of 

Islam to Bakhtiyar Khalji's campaigns (1202–1206 CE). This study challenges that narrative by reassessing the 

evidence for early Islamic contact before the twelfth century, distinguishing commercial and religious introduction 

from political conquest. Drawing on Arabic geographical literature, numismatic evidence, and epigraphic analysis, 

the study traces a three-stage trajectory: coastal entry through the port of Samandar (modern Chittagong), celebrated 

by ninth- and tenth-century Arab geographers; inland circulation documented by Abbasid coinage of Hārūn al-Rashīd 

(788 CE) from Paharpur and gold dinars from the Chandpur–Brahmanbaria zone; and the ruined mosque of Jameʿ As-

Sahaba at Lalmonirhat, whose 69 AH (688/689 CE) tradition is shown to be paleographically and stylistically 

unsustainable. The paper argues that coinage attests primarily to economic connectivity and merchant mobility rather 

than settled Muslim communities, and that Lalmonirhat, pending scientific excavation, retains potential rather than 

proof. Islam, the paper concludes, had been part of Bengal's commercial world for over four centuries before the first 

Muslim Sultanate was established. 
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1. Introduction 

The historiography of the rise and institutionalization of Islam in the Bengal delta has long been 

dominated by an invasion-centric paradigm. The standard narrative, pieced together from medieval 

Persian chronicles such as Minhaj-i-Siraj Juzjani's Tabaqat-i-Nasiri, places the beginning of Islam 
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in the region with the military campaigns of Ikhtiyar al-Din Muhammad Bakhtiyar Khalji between 

1202 and 1206 CE. Recent revisionist scholarship, however, increasingly argues that this 

chronology documents the birth of Muslim political dominance and state formation rather than the 

initial phase of socio-religious contact (Fuad, 2025). Long before the cavalry of the Delhi Sultanate 

crossed the frontiers of Nadia, the Bengal delta was already integrated into a vast, cosmopolitan 

Indian Ocean world-system that facilitated the peaceful diffusion of Islamic faith, culture and 

merchant communities (Bano, 1992; Wink, 1997;Ghosh, 2019).This historical disjuncture is partly 

a function of methodological dependence on textual court chronicles, which were oriented toward 

imperial conquest rather than decentralized maritime and riverine commercial interactions. 

Archaeological evidence, coins and inscriptions found around the Bay of Bengal, however, 

indicate that Arab and Persian merchants were already travelling these routes, and the accounts of 

ninth- and tenth-century Arab travellers and geographers such as Sulayman the Merchant and Ibn 

Khordadbeh record the products found in abundance in this part of the subcontinent (Hoque, 2022). 

By the ninth and tenth centuries the Indian Ocean sustained an extensive web of long-distance 

maritime trade connecting the Persian Gulf with South and Southeast Asia (Stargardt, 2014), in 

which merchant communities from the Arab-Persian Gulf moved goods and ideas along routes 

more systemic than has generally been assumed (George, 2015). The predictable monsoon winds 

enabled regular voyages linking the Bengal coast with Southeast Asia and beyond (Roy, 2025), 

and merchants travelled along the great rivers of the delta to trade valuable commodities rice, 

grains, fine textiles and aloe wood that made Bengal attractive to foreign traders (Hoque, 2022; 

Roy, 2025). Archaeological evidence, coins and inscriptions found around the Bay of Bengal, 

however, point to the fact that Arab and Persian merchants were already travelling these routes. 

They migrated along the coast of South Asia in the first century of the Islamic calendar by the 

seasonal monsoon winds (Hourani, 1975; McPherson, 1998).Material evidence corroborates these 

textual accounts. A silver coin dated 788 CE of the Abbasid caliph Hārūn al-Rashīd (r. 786–809) 

has been reported from the Buddhist monastery at Paharpur (Revire, 2016), while eight 

unpublished Abbasid gold dinars preserved in the Bangladesh National Museum, recovered from 

the Chandpur and Brahmanbaria districts, attest to Arab-Bengal exchange from the eighth to the 

tenth centuries (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). The present study reads such coinage with restraint as 

evidence of transregional connectivity, exchange and merchant mobility, not of settled Muslim 

communities (Kholis et al., 2022; Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). Comparable discoveries in maritime 

Southeast Asia, where Abbasid dirhams of the same period co-occur with carbon-dated occupation 

layers, demonstrate that coinage of this kind accompanied Muslim commercial engagement along 

the eastern Indian Ocean littoral (Soedewo & Ahmad, 2022).A third body of evidence is the ruined 

mosque of Jameʿ As-Sahaba at Lalmonirhat, which local tradition claims was founded in 69 AH 

(688/689 CE). As this paper argues, the paleographic and stylistic features of its inscribed panel 

cannot sustain a seventh-century date, and the site has never been subjected to stratigraphic 

excavation or scientific dating; it is therefore treated here as a site of potential rather than proof, 

awaiting further scholarly investigation. 

To understand the early history of Islam in Bengal, then, it is necessary to distinguish between 

commercial and religious introduction on the one hand and military conquest on the other. This 

study establishes the early trading phase using three bodies of evidence: first, the ancient sea-trade 

routes around the port of Samandar (modern Chittagong), considered important for international 

trade by early Arab geographers (Ghosh, 2019; Hoque, 2022); second, the physical evidence of 

Abbasid coinage found at Paharpur, Mainamati and the Chandpur–Brahmanbaria zone (Muhit & 
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Rabbi, 2025; Revire, 2016); and third, the Lalmonirhat mosque and its 69 AH tradition. The paper 

argues that Islam was not suddenly imposed upon Bengal by external armies. Rather, it had been 

a functioning part of the region's commercial life for more than four centuries before the first 

Muslim Sultanate was established, and what occurred after 1204–1206 was the political 

consolidation of Muslim rule over a society already connected to the Islamic world. 

2. Methodology 

This study combines historical geography, textual analysis, numismatic and epigraphic analysis, 

and a critical assessment of archaeological provenance. The methodology proceeds in three phases, 

each corresponding to one stage of the proposed trajectory of early Islamic contact: coastal 

maritime entry, inland riverine circulation, and interior settlement. 

2.1 Phase one: coastal contact through textual geography.  

The first phase aims to define the original mechanism of coastal maritime contact. The study 

critically examines the early Arabic classical travelogues and geographical itineraries, especially 

the ninth- and tenth-century accounts of Ibn Khordadbeh and al-Masʿudi, to chart the operational 

dynamics of Samandar, an important deltaic port historically correlated with the modern 

Chittagong coastline (Hoque, 2022). This textual evidence is cross-referenced with reconstructions 

of the monsoon wind systems and the nautical networks of the Bay of Bengal, which show how 

predictable seasonal winds enabled merchants from the Persian Gulf hubs of Siraf and Basra to 

integrate the Bengal littoral into the larger Indian Ocean world-system (Roy, 2025; Stargardt, 

2014). By the ninth and tenth centuries this maritime corridor carried not only goods but also ideas 

along routes more systemic than has generally been assumed (George, 2015). Samandar's very 

existence as a stable commercial gateway provides the necessary socio-economic prelude for 

Islamic contact well before the overland military expansions from the west, and is best understood 

within the connected history of ports across the Bay of Bengal (Ghosh, 2019). 

2.2 Phase two: numismatic and archaeological verification inland.  

Once coastal entry is established, the second phase moves inland, employing a strict numismatic 

framework to investigate hard archaeological data documenting the movement of foreign trading 

networks into the deltaic interior, along the riverine and coastal waterways that connected Bengal's 

littoral with its hinterland (Roy, 2025). This tier is built on the empirical record of Abbasid coinage 

recovered from Bengal: a silver coin of Caliph Hārūn al-Rashīd (r. 786–809), dated 788 CE, 

reported from the Somapura Mahavihara at Paharpur (Revire, 2016), and the gold dinars preserved 

in the Bangladesh National Museum (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). Following the methodological 

caution current in studies of early Islamic coinage in maritime Asia, the study treats coin finds not 

as self-evident proof of Muslim settlement, but as evidence of circulation, exchange and merchant 

mobility coinage can pass through non-Muslim intermediaries, be hoarded, and be redeposited 

centuries after minting (Kholis et al., 2022). Depositional context is therefore reported wherever it 

is ascertainable, and the absence of published find-spots is stated explicitly rather than assumed 

away. The standard applied is that of comparable finds elsewhere in the eastern Indian Ocean 

littoral, where Abbasid dirhams gain evidential force only through co-occurrence with carbon-

dated, stratigraphically controlled deposits (Soedewo & Ahmad, 2022). 
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2.3 Phase three: the Lalmonirhat site as potential, not proof.  

The final phase combines these coastal and interior trajectories to assess the ruined mosque of 

Jameʿ As-Sahaba at Lalmonirhat, which local tradition claims was founded in 69 AH (688/689 

CE). The study employs primary epigraphic analysis of the site's terracotta panel, comparing its 

script, numerals and ornament against established chronologies of Arabic calligraphy (Alashari et 

al., 2019; Ismail et al., 2018; László et al., 2020; Loiseau et al., 2021) and of numeral usage 

(Kawatoko, 1992), and against the terracotta decorative vocabulary of medieval Bengal (Emam & 

Giosa, 2024; Guha, 2017). Because the 1986 clearance of the site was not conducted as a 

stratigraphic excavation, and no radiocarbon or thermoluminescence dating and no published site 

report exist, the oral tradition attached to the site is treated not as evidence but as a hypothesis to 

be tested by future investigation (Fuad, 2025).  

The study accordingly refuses a singular, hyper-localized reading of the site, and instead employs 

a three-stage geographic and chronological plausibility model that systematically traces early 

Islamic contact through an established commercial pipeline, from coastal maritime entry to inland 

riverine circulation to deep North Bengal structural settlement. Within this model, the Lalmonirhat 

site is assigned only provisional significance, pending controlled excavation with stratigraphic 

recording and absolute dating. 

3. Early Islamic Contacts in Bengal 

3.1 Coastal Entry : Samandar Port as a Trans-Oceanic Network 

The strategic location of Chittagong near the south-eastern coast of Bengal, and its position on the 

routes connecting the Bay of Bengal with the Indian Ocean and the waters of Southeast Asia, lent 

historical importance to the city (Ghosh, 2019). Early medieval Arabic and Persian writers referred 

to south-eastern Bengal, including the Chittagong region, as a known maritime destination by the 

ninth and tenth centuries (Hoque, 2022), and the port of Samandar featured prominently in their 

accounts as a major node in this maritime zone (Ghosh, 2019). Samandar had a strong hinterland 

and an extensive foreland, linking it both to inland Bengal and to overseas trading zones; this dual 

connection rendered it more than a local harbour, functioning as an entrepôt where goods from the 

interior were collected and exchanged with foreign merchants (Ghosh, 2019). Port towns of this 

kind formed points of convergence for merchants of different origins and were open to rich 

exchanges, both mercantile and cultural (Ghosh, 2019).The decline of the older Bengal port of 

Tamralipta contributed to the increased importance of Samandar as the main maritime outlet of 

eastern Bengal after the eighth century. Arabian traders were drawn to Samandar because Bengal 

was integrated into the growing Indian Ocean commercial world: by the ninth and tenth centuries 

the Indian Ocean sustained a vast web of long-distance maritime trade connecting the Persian Gulf 

with South and East Asia (Stargardt, 2014), in which merchant communities from the Arab-Persian 

Gulf operated as far east as the ports of China (George, 2015). The predictable monsoon winds 

enabled regular voyages linking Bengal with Southeast Asia and beyond (Roy, 2025). Arab authors 

recorded the products found in abundance in this part of the subcontinent rice, grains, textiles, 

forest products and aloe wood as the commodities that made Bengal attractive to foreign merchants 

(Hoque, 2022).In the mid-twelfth century, the Moroccan traveller al-Idrīsī wrote in his Nuzhat al-

Mushtāq ("The delight of those who seek to wander through the regions of the world"): 

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3AzVpNjCRHVu6xwewNeVdCtiXkgAVrvOqq6vrpv0UIerp7mBlPe4aeNgNzQVGZUZnRlZmRkz9VXQ0Ss8ABgTggOIC44KMPnCwOc%2B4jcOWGhPbAcfeyPu1Ku997EflT3VU7XtsrrSWPurMjI1%2B83%2B97L%2F765cZrE5PpQCe%2F5M9NNn258Y1QjvMik16xeO1%2FTpWnkkLIzAulMpEJtCcjoZOZygsdyEKbJMevQsm8UFkiznSQycWmOC5CbVItN0UoZ0pkaqZkpHyhLgqV5BqP1Ez7KvGUwOdFrHytZtj5pMwjHQvPxHGZ6EKrvCsOoiI0ZRCKIlQiV0URqZiEMhO3PBeJktjE%2BCTCB3MdSjGXuUjxWW2wZCFkUUBiCDBeCJWSkGmovVqITaGLHMLh0CIyHp8LQsdSJ3inTKaJmSddcVeriLW0Kea6cAKVaWoyloZ%2BPT49xHfNucJO333xz%2FdMlhxDN9998S%2BkCugK3yv0RGNbmZA%2BPDmTJBi97OFgUCOJK%2B7oSOG1f6LnE53lRbWWRMPHZK2r6iWYgSVwqk%2FEPR2EEb4CHZ7hD5nKywjHtMbgtepCQytkBew4iUyZ6TzUSQAD5LFJTaQLmeg8FjI2eHrTOtVHZyRACCvUingmg7kShyF2LEiYKbb1Tcyi5GrVVj7kikwKXUwyE4uxgYbhHEoHCeuKDBOJ1KRl5ByPns5VpvBPFGGvJIHa8X5tnDnUnYn7eSRjOG6BByaL%2FG4kPU%2FlufKP8CwYbA22O%2F1%2BjPcLMnh2P5mYlxu%2FHMgSjpflLyBoCs%2B4i%2F9N5ve7wx2l87xUb9%2F6c1VouKM%2BgE2fl7pYTGYmKmP11p%2Bm9W4PyZ9M9nLjlk5loE5lEihEHXwARn2MJ2%2Ff%2BhHM5H5%2B7c2I3sz0uMRL%2Bd9gpZ%2FImN6YTHCKaBE8NDpXslQBwiiZPCgjrRI%2FM5HauLlYHWETY5eqJxpWXLdy8gc4x6WyS%2F0%2FQYCvWxk%2BiiI909C73fZIIorWLdYHC5VIL1Rzuzo4wnuk%2BnUC31FZ6KRQ93RUTtaKcRiqaWbKxG18EF99AlWsPd896Bty8OIQX0GKS5zYE0TmY3%2Fymaf9HIb3fKPL%2Fla3v93fG%2FXk80UXLoJfd4a%2BzsfJC%2FybJ3%2Bpt7a2hp3t%2Fb0%2F1v3dETxodzTyYhmcD%2Fv9nf2d4dZoFMKbE%2BS9i%2BnT5iHefiQ%2FO2cPYgc8x%2B79Dvbq71K4BiX8YKySOC3HEcKx8sdbfKCLdw5lPM60HyjxUYKzZDncTjwmpU7xD0LYUx9l0cX%2Fh0WR5t%2Fu9ebzeder3umaLOh5CKperrKZRhT0pEk79d87%2FDfyQKSpHow87x0N%2B4Pt0WB%2FcGcwHBzv7uyMjo8GOweHo4Oj4%2B3tvf3eE1IE6WGAH6CkbdlN%2FUnP17OOB7%2FOOxwjnTEltA503kFkdjgyOxyOnUTNOxpVIQiLHD8Uhlc0NWfRMZOOpiDGX7EblZgOtqfPBHk5LhYpGXqK7KO9SJ3h11vID8pMPtCJ336sChlFC6yNPI1EcWdxCP8pfrXI1ARuiTzoP0V2z%2FnpW9%2B0wX3xiFMxJ5smp7Dk30bhmSMFWtHxQ2F4SUt0SoecfyhT2uo4KZCevfyvXm68MUFGRJKAQGPtywFb2Dwxnkaie%2BIhrmEghWIR%2BXbJeDhcuQZ%2Fmpz1h9tbI%2Bskv3UwyZDwEhEi%2BxoqKBDeQ%2FYvkSwlXHKRI4fkZOwf%2Ft73f9z9%2FY2NjRCabH3KHw4HW3a3zmMqBFz53Qd5v%2FtwkizhVIy%2FnCqXlb%2FIsfp2TX6QQY20970yRuGhsuCONty1Sy5%2B86ClXF7KR7TSFSVwRHOw%2F97%2BtxUH6w%2Bcms5pK7vTDaGtnp8%2FDqGp1sGXxR7YVeVxMtOZ
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 "Samandar is a large town, commercial and rich, and where there are good profits to be made... it 

stands upon a river which comes from the country of Kashmir. You may find rice and other grains 

here, particularly good wheat. A river with delicious waters carries aloe wood from the country of 

Karmut, which is 15 days away. There is a sizable island that is well populated and frequented by 

traders from all over the world just a day's sail from this metropolis (Elliott & Dowson,1960)."  

Al-Idrīsī drew heavily on Ibn Khordadbeh's Kitāb al-Masālik wa-l-Mamālik, compiled in the late 

ninth century, within the tradition of ninth and tenth-century Arab geographers who described 

Bengal's commerce (Elliott & Dowson, 1960;Hoque, 2022).The identification of Samandar with 

Chittagong is not beyond dispute: scholars have been divided over whether the port should be 

located at Chittagong, at Sandwip, or at some other coastal site around the Meghna estuary. The 

most detailed recent study of the eastern Indian Ocean port system, however, explicitly equates 

Samandar with Chittagong and identifies it among the principal ports of the eastern seaboard, 

distinguished by its strong hinterland and extensive foreland (Ghosh, 2019). The Arab 

geographers' description of a large, riverine commercial town with rich trade in rice, grains and 

aloe wood is consistent with the Chittagong littoral, where the Karnaphuli and neighbouring rivers 

meet the Bay, and the reported riverine connection between Kāmarūpa and Samandar fits the 

historic waterborne corridor linking Assam to the Chittagong region through the Meghna system 

(Ghosh, 2019; Hoque, 2022). While the textual record alone may not resolve the debate, the 

balance of geographical and scholarly argument supports the Chittagong identification, and the 

present study proceeds on that basis.Economic contacts generated opportunities for cultural 

contact, because merchants carried not only goods but also language, belief, ritual habits, dress, 

food customs and social norms (George, 2015). Historical studies of the early interactions of 

Muslim Arabs and Turks with the Bengal region show that Arab traders expanded their 

commercial activities with Bengal's ports and in doing so contributed to the spread of Islam along 

the coast before the Turkish conquest (Fuad, 2025). The argument that Chittagong hosted the first 

Muslim community in Bengal should be treated as a matter of historical probability rather than 

archaeological proof; the available evidence supports the view that early Muslim mercantile 

communities probably developed in coastal Bengal before formal Muslim rule, although the exact 

size, organisation and institutional structure of these communities remain difficult to establish 

(Fuad, 2025). 
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Fig 01: The trans-oceanic matrix of the Bay of Bengal with regard to maritime nodes (Ghosh, 

2019). 

3.2 Inland Trade Expansion and Early Transregional Exchange 

The Bengal Basin was involved in the larger maritime systems of the Indian Ocean not only 

through coastal ports such as Samandar but also through the deep hinterland riverine areas of early 

medieval Bengal (Roy, 2025; Jahan, 2006). The deltaic geography of Bengal, formed by the major 

river systems of the Ganges-Padma, Brahmaputra and Meghna, provided inland waterways that 

served as vital arteries for the movement of goods between the interior production zones and the 

coast (Jahan, 2006;Roy, 2025).The main Buddhist monastic institutions of early medieval Bengal  

particularly Somapura Mahavihara at Paharpur and the Mainamati monastic complex  were 

religious centres and also important nodes of regional exchange, landholding, education and 

cultural circulation. Somapura Mahavihara, whose foundation is attributed to the Pala ruler 

Dharmapala, numbers among the most important pre-Islamic monuments of Bengal.The discovery 

of Abbasid coins in Bengal provides significant material evidence of the region's interaction with 

the Islamic world before the Turkish conquest of the early thirteenth century (Muhit & Rabbi, 

2025). A silver coin dated 788 CE of the Abbasid caliph Hārūn al-Rashīd (r. 786–809) has been 
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reported from Paharpur (Revire, 2016), and Arab-Islamic coins have been associated with 

Mainamati in Comilla. Eight unpublished Abbasid gold coins preserved in the Bangladesh 

National Museum, discovered in 1996 and 2002 in the Chandpur and Brahmanbaria districts 

adjacent to the historical Samatata zone, carry inscriptions affirming Islamic monotheism and 

venerating the Prophet Muhammad, and illustrate the extent of Arab–Bengal trade relations from 

the eighth to the tenth centuries (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). The depositional contexts of these finds 

whether hoard, floor deposit, or surface find have not been published for every specimen; where 

such context is lacking, the coins demonstrate monetary circulation and commercial connectivity 

rather than the permanent settlement of Muslim communities (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). Read in 

these terms, the numismatic evidence indicates that by the eighth and ninth centuries, Muslim 

merchants, trade intermediaries, or the commercial networks in which they participated had 

penetrated not only the coastal areas but also the interior of Bengal (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025; Revire, 

2016).The significance of these coin finds lies in their distribution; Paharpur lay in Varendra in 

north Bengal and Mainamati in Samatata in south-eastern Bengal, suggesting that currency of the 

Islamic period moved through more than one regional corridor (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025; Revire, 

2016). Two cautions must nevertheless be observed. First, coinage circulates through a variety of 

intermediaries, not all of them Muslim, and individual specimens may be carried, hoarded, or 

redeposited long after minting; the coins therefore establish economic connectivity and provide 

supporting  but not conclusive evidence for the presence of Muslim merchants in the interior 

(Kholis et al., 2022; Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). Second, without archaeological context, single finds 

cannot be dated by the moment of deposition. Accordingly, the present argument treats the 

Abbasid coins as markers of long-distance exchange, merchant mobility and monetary circulation 

between Bengal and the Islamic world, and not as direct evidence of conversion, mosque building 

or settled Muslim communities (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). 

Table 1. Abbasid Caliphate coinage evidence found in Bengal (8th–10th centuries) 

Site Geographical zone Coin type 
Issuing 

authority 
Chronology 

Somapura 

Mahavihara 
Varendra, north Bengal Silver dirham 

Abbasid 

Caliphate, 

Hārūn al-

Rashīd 

788 CE (172 AH) 

(Revire, 2016) 

Mainamati 
Samatata, south-eastern 

Bengal 

Arab-Islamic coins, 

including silver and 

gold issues reported 

in later collections 

Abbasid 

Caliphate 

Eighth–tenth 

centuries CE and 

later (Muhit & 

Rabbi, 2025) 

Bangladesh 

National 

Museum 

collection 

Coins recovered from 

Chandpur and 

Brahmanbaria, near the 

historical Samatata zone 

Gold dinars 
Abbasid 

Caliphate 

Eighth–tenth 

centuries CE 

(Muhit & Rabbi, 

2025) 

The geographical spread of these coins indicates the importance of Bengal's inland waterway 

system in linking coastal trade with inland settlements (Roy, 2025). The Arab geographical records 

refer to coastal ports such as Samandar; as discussed above, scholars remain divided over whether 
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Samandar is Chittagong, Sandwip or another coastal site around the Meghna estuary, yet even 

amid this debate the weight of the evidence indicates that Arab and Muslim merchants had 

commercial connections with the coastal areas of Bengal as early as the eighth and ninth centuries 

CE (Fuad, 2025; Hoque, 2022). The coin evidence should therefore be read as part of a larger 

commercial network linking the Persian Gulf, the ports of Bengal and the inland monastic-urban 

centres of Bengal (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025; Stargardt, 2014).One of the earliest Persian geographical 

works is the Ḥudūd al-ʿĀlam, completed in 982 CE, which contains information on the regions, 

peoples, products and trade routes known to the Islamic world; together with the accounts of ninth- 

and tenth-century Arab travellers and geographers such as Sulaymān the Merchant and Ibn 

Khordadbeh, it provides valuable information on Bengal and its commercial connections (Hoque, 

2022; Minorsky & Bosworth, 1970). Al-Masʿūdī's writings likewise treated the Indian Ocean as a 

single commercial space connecting the Middle East, South Asia and Southeast Asia (Hoque, 

2022; Stargardt, 2014).In early transregional trade, Bengal was valued for its fine textiles, 

especially cotton fabrics, and its forest and aromatic products such as aloe wood, which were 

traded through riverine and maritime routes (Hoque, 2022). The movement of these commodities 

explains the penetration of Abbasid gold and silver coins into Bengal through commercial 

exchange rather than military conquest (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). The existence of gold dinars and 

silver dirhams suggests high-value international trade alongside local systems of exchange in 

which smaller-value media such as cowries were used extensively in everyday transactions (Kholis 

et al., 2022). The multiple levels of monetary culture indicate that early medieval Bengal was not 

economically isolated but was linked to the wider Indian Ocean and Islamic commercial world 

before the conquest of Bakhtiyar Khalji in 1204 CE (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025; Stargardt, 2014). These 

contact zones did not necessarily constitute formal political Islam, but they provided the 

commercial and social basis for the later proliferation of Muslim communities in Bengal.  

4. The Jameʿ As-Sahaba Mosque and the 69 AH Question 

4.1 The site, its discovery, and its evidentiary standing 

The investigation into the early Islamic traces in the northern Bengal culminates in the examination 

of the “Lost Mosque”, officially known as Jame’ As-Sahaba (25°51′36″ N, 89°30′21″ E) located 

in Panchagram union of Lalmonirhat District in the Rangpur Division of Bangladesh . The ruins 

of the structure were first discovered in 1986 by local residents when they started clearing a dense, 

long-abandoned tract of jungle traditionally known in the regional dialect as "Majder Ara" or 

"Mosder Ara", where ara means a wild, overgrown thicket. The locals found an underground 

mound containing ancient brick networks, structural foundations and piece of decorative 

inscription. A second phase of clearance in 1987, undertaken by local enthusiasts and journalists 

rather than trained archaeologists, exposed a compact foundation measuring approximately 6.4 × 

3 m (21 × 9.8 ft), together with remains of foundation and bricks.Neither phase was conducted as 

a stratigraphic excavation. There is no section drawing, no record of the vertical sequence of 

deposits, no radiocarbon or thermoluminescence dating of the brick courses, and no excavation 

report published by the Department of Archaeology. The material recovered from the mound must 

therefore be treated for what it is: unprovenanced finds attached to a local oral tradition, not a 

controlled archaeological dataset. The single artifact from the site that is now securely curated is 

a terracotta inscription panel measuring 15.2 × 15.2 × 5.1 cm (6 × 6 × 2 in), preserved in the 
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collections of the Tajhat Museum, Rangpur. The entire evidentiary value of the site consequently 

rests on this one panel and on the community tradition associated with it. 

4.2 The inscription: paleographic and stylistic analysis 

The panel combines two fields: a square tile bearing a circular rosette (lotus) motif with petals 

arranged in concentric layers around a raised core, rendered in deep relief; and an epigraphic 

register containing liturgical formulas of the shahada, including the visible phrase "Rasulullah," 

beneath which the word Sanah (سنة) is followed by the  Arabic numerals ٦٩ , the date of 69 AH 

(688/689 CE) claimed by local tradition.Read against the epigraphic norms of the first Islamic 

century, the plaque is anomalous on three independent grounds: 

 

Fig 02 : Inscrption found in Jame As Sahaba Mosque 

1. Script. The calligraphy is fluid, round and cursive, with the structural features of a well-

formed Naskh or Thuluth hand. Monumental Arabic epigraphy of the seventh century was, 

by contrast, uniformly angular: plain Kufic, the oldest form of Arabic script, is 

characterized by angular and rectilinear letterforms, and the epigraphic record shows the 

transition toward cursive hands only around the mid-thirteenth century CE (Loiseau et al., 

2021). Square Kufic remained the script of building inscriptions until at least the tenth 

century, while the round hands naskh and its decorative variant thuluth only became 

prominent later, and thuluth became the script of the Quran only after ca. 1000 CE (László 

et al., 2020). The stylistic genealogy of the round scripts likewise belongs to the ninth–

eleventh centuries and after, in the eastern Islamic lands (Alashari et al., 2019; Ismail et 

al., 2018). 

2. Numerals. The use of isolated Eastern Arabic numeral figures (٦٩) for the year is equally 

problematic for a seventh-century date. In the early Islamic period dates were written out 

in words or in the old abjad letter system; the Arabic numeral system enters the surviving 

documentary record only in the ninth century, the earliest known example being an 
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Egyptian papyrus dated AH 260 (873/874 CE) (Kawatoko, 1992). A panel on which the 

year is expressed as numeral figures therefore reflects a much later epigraphic habit. 

3. Ornament. The deep-relief lotus rosette is a central element of the terracotta decorative 

language of Bengal, which flourished precisely in the Sultanate period (ca. 940–1538 CE), 

when terracotta tiles became the characteristic medium of mosque ornament in the region 

(Emam & Giosa, 2024); the broader Bengal tradition of terracotta surface decoration 

continued long afterward (Guha, 2017). This vocabulary sits uneasily with the geometric 

and vegetal repertoire of early Umayyad art. 

Each of the three features individually, and all three in combination, point to manufacture centuries 

after 69 AH most plausibly within the Bengal Sultanate or a later medieval period. 

4.3 Plausible historical hypotheses 

Given the stylistic and paleographic realities outlined above, and the absence of absolute 

stratigraphic control, several historical scenarios can be constructed to explain the site without 

treating the surviving plaque as a seventh-century primary source. 

Hypothesis A: Posthumous memorialization of an early maritime oral tradition. 

The panel may have been manufactured during the Bengal Sultanate or early Mughal period to 

institutionalize and physically inscribe a deeply rooted local oral tradition linking the site to early 

emissaries traveling along the maritime Silk Road corridors. On this reading, a later Muslim 

community built or renovated a mosque at a historically important resting place and inscribed the 

plaque with its own contemporary cursive script and numerals, recording not the building's own 

construction date but the community's ancestral memory of first arrival. 

Hypothesis B: An early foundation repeatedly renovated, with a later replacement plaque. 

It remains possible that a genuinely early structure associated with the eighth- to tenth-century 

commercial contacts documented in Sections 1,2  stood on this spot and was repeatedly rebuilt on 

its raised mound, with the surviving plaque being a later replacement inserted during Sultanate-

period renovation. This hypothesis is the one that keeps the site's potential for the pre-twelfth-

century thesis alive, but it is exactly the hypothesis that present evidence can neither confirm nor 

refute: it can be tested only through controlled excavation with stratigraphic recording, TL dating 

of the bricks and terracotta, and radiocarbon analysis of associated organic remains. It is a research 

program, not a finding. 

Hypothesis C: Stratigraphical re-use of an ancient pre-Islamic mound.  
The presence of ancient bricks measuring 15.2 × 15.2 × 5.1 cm in the site's foundations is 

consistent with the widespread practice of architectural recycling across the Bengal delta, and with 

the reoccupation of abandoned raised mounds (bhitis) for protection against the catastrophic 

seasonal floods of the Teesta and Brahmaputra. North Bengal, especially the Varendra and 

Kāmarūpa borderlands, is rich in Pala and post-Pala brick masonry that later groups routinely 

incorporated into their own buildings. On this reading, the mosque is a later structure erected on a 

much earlier mound, which would fully explain the coexistence of ancient brickwork with a 

medieval plaque. 

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ArVhLbxxLFfZF9yLUEiyQkLJAUFhIsaWe9nT3PHoSocvEcWInfsV2YrKKqrurp8vu7ur0I%2BPJKgGx5A8gxAY2iD9AdqCbu2XLgg17XhuuWGTDd6qnPRM73AVCsufRVXUe3znnO6fm9ZuVTyaJCnilijcrH53lfCL269QXhT%2FwIlXIicw%2BTvMw2paTOMF%2FVWKb1Cekykqc%2F0ro%2B%2BrizcrHUSxow7sf%2Fujfxg%2FyX%2F0pTERUrQSVyt99%2Boe%2F%2FvQ7v3v0NzGVYRXfCJf0GOJ5rSox%2B%2Frf1%2Frr7FgItlfHPE15yHyL7X3%2B2%2FLta8aTzsN4ygv5MpUmeyirt6999vkv64JXtDYuQpOdSpGZzB45A5P98eeWsSeyTGYTUZhM%2BjK0WG6xnt29zbayYBYkKheh5ExFbKdMeGqyOgtFwVbHfnjGw9Xb7Nhi2xbb5yUE6C0yMI4DKAmExcYZ20mSuqxggQjZcVWHM5ggykoUsJ7sGMKOHDqHXmd0m41xxiJb7%2FIo4jdNdhKTp2UiU2NTZVUh%2FZoQZZVie7yKRQqAg5KtPeA5z0QpGFRlMIM2reO4Op8pUuN1GzWO13EHt9l9i%2F72LeMUsYurRg8%2BV4CCnB0X3JcBA%2Fai4Elpsl2VhUoD13caSbY97Ngjy1gbrOvTgheJhGeshhUQAeNaMdlcDBMvgF2kgCHQLlmdkyfYl%2FN8VtSlEaoAW7OKRYVK2dZkllcs1NABFcDsDLpszRu6G711y2iVzhj3EYtrylShZevvMuAJk1mIdw1fXZKjCxONRFSIScmmohBsCiAqkbGJyEgUNGh7NFSEPGWsxY6VFhDjKbwKUQOwW07qQjRiDJ5M%2BQx2ND42p0sZCsazUD9KFPZdOTnfTSr0ZgvgAqopLw1R5iKQ2p6qqAX80VsDPgd8quay4DJKprTYnbqiXfcLIc611k2VI1%2FMJcON5kg5S30F0DjcXzLB%2FJCt7%2B3SbllsJ5sjqWUbJYJIJcCKOoNPea5KWSE5CTIUI6zVNgFESbtIUGsB1i5DqKPhq6KA8tDQQdDnTJbxCmWtobgSg5KVsaoT8MJ7njABR85QioyXy8gZ0JeixsULZAg5myoUeOsNsg6qkbXI1%2FZZm9xN7s1rnuVIMhWaxnVzroJFlpioggSQtlnIg6qG%2FjxWmUCAWEk1orEgNNt4GsR7D0F31zhLk9aw49jmdQq5pDW3r1f3cJRn3DRWr1b5KntwND6mIneHTZG7dr9jg6H2IRT8XSEhvuyUZxqaZIbDjtcFNQwbqn7f5J1Lk23H7jigk4aNWirS6%2FohuHVTJRK0c1cYyc0D3WcEpUDwHPkfolxWN2MZRVQ4qKt7n%2F2mXGUCnCHYvlpeJJtFuWqyB6ouMiA9LiWYAFJMA3a7c0obuYAQKD3QGEL9IRLwpYlS9xHEBJmzKaMCb0d1Cq4DnOgqWchB8bB7Z0eDgPMQZoxAjw4%2Bw49dCw4kCWdPZMhxKM%2FrrJJMsEe1QF1IZAp6A9ooZ7uah9DCuLYZu4%2FkC1lWHD5NEmlQC5EMSKDAeIIuZ%2Fe00rkHTm%2FU8fCZwONFRYy9g66hwjpo2wal2zYkqmJG%2BTXvVaaxL6bsqSpQW2hKjQ9sMHA7gx4C6a3DVdTHEjlOZRUvk3zLoOIiEKBtTAUL%2BkWagCIqYjHmz4xjjprhVFHDQbdsKIH2Nux0pfwjWTRNJWyraIJA0KKeMzRDUdXNmu0BuqTMaoWeOWtOhXXRltlNJDEHq86rlSzQTcYykC4ooT7Svtf36GWElxFg6A%2BQ%2Fv0Rvg5pdUirQ1r1uh5bOwTH8kRNTPY45bMZR2G3Ogwik5M6qTPou69NPhUTbbPmmSeiLEWCuPM0hxfvwT%2Bw0Lu1SQioyZx%2Bt9N3TcPBkECN3HVghOvRy4i%2BjlD2vS7C3nMHbK1plXuqCf8YLIdMURMUDM
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4.4 Assessment: potential without proof 

The conclusion to be drawn from this analysis is unambiguous. The inscription cannot be accepted 

as evidence for the foundation of a mosque in 69 AH (688/689 CE): its script, its numerals and its 

ornament all point to a later medieval date of manufacture, and the 1986-87 clearances, lacking 

stratigraphic control, section drawings, scientific dating and a published excavation report, cannot 

by themselves establish the building's chronology. In its present state, therefore, the Lalmonirhat 

site supports nothing for the argument of this paper. It cannot be counted among the evidence for 

pre-twelfth-century Islamic presence in northern Bengal, and the 69 AH tradition must be treated 

as a local memory rather than a demonstrated historical fact.At the same time, the site should not 

be dismissed. No archaeologist has yet subjected it to modern scientific investigation. A systematic 

excavation with stratigraphic recording and section drawings, TL dating of the bricks and 

terracotta panel, radiocarbon analysis of associated organic material, and geophysical survey could 

distinguish between Hypotheses A, B and C  and if Hypothesis B were vindicated, the site would 

become significant evidence for inland Muslim presence centuries before the conquest. The site 

therefore retains genuine archaeological potential; that potential is precisely what remains to be 

realized through further investigation. Until that work is done, the paper's argument for pre-

twelfth-century Islamic contact rests on the maritime and numismatic evidence presented in 

Sections 3.1-3.2, not on this site. 

5. Discussion 

The evidence assembled in this study establishes that Bengal was integrated into the Indian Ocean 

commercial world of the Islamic period well before the early thirteenth-century conquest of 

Bakhtiyar Khalji. The port of Samandar  following the most detailed recent analysis of the eastern 

Indian Ocean port system, with Chittagong as a node of mercantile organization with a strong 

hinterland and an extensive foreland (Ghosh, 2019), described by Arab and Persian geographers 

as a large, rich riverine town (Hoque, 2022). The Abbasid coins recovered from Paharpur, 

Mainamati and the Chandpur–Brahmanbaria zone corroborate these texts: a silver dirham of Hārūn 

al-Rashīd dated 788 CE is reported from Paharpur (Revire, 2016), and gold dinars preserved in the 

Bangladesh National Museum, acquired in 1996 and 2002 from districts adjacent to Samatata, 

attest to Arab–Bengal exchange from the eighth to the tenth centuries (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025).The 

numismatic evidence must, however, be read with restraint, and this paper does not claim more for 

it than it can bear. Coinage circulates through a variety of intermediaries, not all of them Muslim; 

individual specimens may be carried, hoarded or redeposited long after minting, and they 

functioned first and foremost as means of exchange within a trading system (Kholis et al., 2022). 

The depositional context of the Paharpur specimen is not reported in the scholarly literature we 

consulted (Revire, 2016), and the museum dinars are known chiefly through acquisition records 

(Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). The methodological standard against which such finds should be judged 

is illustrated by the North Sumatran site of Bongal, where Abbasid dirhams of the eighth–ninth 

centuries became evidence of occupation only because they co-occurred with carbon-dated organic 

material from controlled excavation (Soedewo & Ahmad, 2022). In Bengal, where such 

associations are lacking, the defensible claim is economic connectivity and merchant mobility ,not 

settled Muslim communities (Muhit & Rabbi, 2025). It remains historically probable, within the 

terms of the Arabic and Persian geographical tradition and the broader pattern of Arab mercantile 

activity in the Bay of Bengal, that Muslim merchants were among the agents of this connectivity 

https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3A7VXNbttGEBYaFC36DgXmmAAxTcrxX26JWxS9tAYctL2OlkNy7eUusz%2BW1JPbV%2BjT%2BHX6JPl2acnOJbfcDEjU7uzsN998M0P9c7940Tmve22%2Fk4%2FJRdm%2BkA%2BDkHCI4i39alvNln5XgqdyybS0ErrVspaWOBDT2nkYXUedcWsYbAs%2Fa0VF7Wyo6MOgA008iafOqRQkkLMUBy9Ck%2FMR2w7bx5BB%2BGDl2BfQEr%2BAwkV70hY%2BPGPTWsfhAUNbuvLasL2ZvbG%2FFKttSIY9OHA%2BK%2BY5lDdb%2Bv%2FuPxql1XLLhsBPu5ZequqkruniZxw2R2X1KucgYceWvdAVj0AD8MuLQcfIvbP9q9f0hw4D3ww8cYza8liY%2FMb93rBDWgtArGuzFh04eMU2aiPkfM9W%2F805v3J7SKuQxXKpH2g9aDU8VXcG6lwWTtqK3o0gUjJ8ou%2FrR7pI%2F5Ew9Qx9aPJ6ZLXNZy55anVAkUKOX%2BTVSDlEn%2F2HIn7RMX9lE8UGfZsJeMnmii4RkKJb76i5Dj5okmT1xyQUdMw2UsnE5KG6bNTAts98ORLWxgi2aDKXMmMt6KDLFEGr6wBoI%2BqG%2FLY5JmoH6MmBVgF19lZ8L1aVGPsbFLfTLPQkboLIczelHcUJDKMDks%2Fqsve8zc47agFcoMOTIpUWf8jgs%2F5GlWWcIBjgZDMZyELBjYUOSKPwe9Cqxdzc3C9%2BGHgFedHRz4P3PHjPg%2Ff1B8%2BwUhKCtD9xlH5ZL48PmsYgh%2Bj1KkXnA%2F4Uv2nRNILfruNRm638MrgwSA%2FRrb5KGav13HpnZKF0G%2B4X36rW6c2PTV019Vl92Jy%2FOavPzppqWTfnVXPypj4%2BPUWJV%2FYOz2D%2F1dnjILvMK9z6S43cXy%2FPT06Pj46X50dDVoiNbG7%2BfDRe43aayV9nbEDg04e0ymrfLxYSdcQdd%2BEdusn2%2BzdDxPRio7K9tOr7We%2F3KDybt6jDQ4OjupAWSpTj%2FZjPs3vlEoqSIcsqvzvoXdDcRTdpFe7aTON7lbzZHAwxTuHt4SGUqTBgh18U5xM%3D
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https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ArVY7bBxVFF3ykVCQoEmRKtwq2NLuZnf927WI8IcQm4gQ4iQ0KXgz83bm2W8%2Bfp9dbyq7SIOEUlAFESkIkGxWSUVhiwIpu2noEbUtpYKWAtxw3owdXCAQilfa3fm8d%2B655557ZzZ2SqdDmfrMpGqn9MpyxkJ%2BzcYeV35jrNZOlQhFcirOgvaCCCOJr9FYJ%2FItIk30pzulE4HnpWs7pVPtiLsF%2B%2B%2F8ceXJ2bu7C4HkbbM%2FM1LFyZUnvkmz%2FZkb61%2F%2FcubSKu%2BKwET7M0uvb3%2F06703j8Q99%2Fz%2FIj4%2F7zCOEXFp8QE%2BXxwn4uPMpX2IWN78%2Fen9O6P%2FifgnAIDyT4g3X7uHtH87Ro43u2cugeUh4swnJfd5KY4%2FH29lzt16Saix%2FFOQu%2FWNgz37AvGNOyMoyssg3n4VnM5v%2FxtHvmpTw3snb31oIq6Ir2VS%2BMJQVwljeEK8IwKe%2BJzQeRQIxX1D5KeJYb7R5HHT5VjFEl%2FwxND7rMNwEtAcT0ImKWY9YlnGmSKRECLQVS6tYis41b4SmetYGtGGJXcZ3V5cHKW0TfOAUtido1E3En5EGiAr2t1ltLf%2BpUp7WJCBDs8wKPbWH9KIGm4ss9AqO1qmLNVaeLJHERNSJCG1VRofshoJmd3d%2FmzYDzrDPsRwW6q0xDnNpRqxqN5qNKep3txb%2F7zeKlOjjm%2BrStSk96ACX2NxJnkZTLSQHajmp8guYIYHNNVs0vxlx9NlO%2Bt5TIuA5pkUWUQLww31rJ%2FQrKrcYM%2B%2BAgGwrmLPJCI1a61R6jINpS0UZND5OouYyiyWOHLX2F0R2yBArAu0BJUhbr3VnJymxhTItWiBK7BaRGSRrEAcETMloAHIzMrK3LDvgg%2F7NNKaGnOp1cYdVwSNUtQbNkDpCMXu%2BTLNeCB86qZqhVChxSQQjHwmJVK8ys1wwyMybHf729Vhf5Xi4QZJvrf%2BQFYWOLjHsETMVp%2F1JXP%2FXn7QFvmCn35kq5JYFzfU7vb9%2FNYIKnoTcnlpuuLM1RYqdkXrRlAh48ow2IVMSgWRMm7w3K4qH%2FkoqTMn15nwmeeIPBx1fiucA1zn6lSBegInQhCOosGY8BTcDHVy1ISkaEM%2FkfjSQuSQSHE8XxCgTJHQsFmvTCFPQ8WyqDiUaYgD7czvO0O43BmY4Uf4ukqBE3CndCZinoalfdM7%2BfY8R2OhRoNNzWmwZRALDOEfHMOsZNEovYxTxhRArBTIM%2BDgkqnBlkZr5DlTYOFWuCFilA52CBu5NkdWDbaQoBaatFU5php8nwAVtwdbUBdLyigaeRELkNCwv7vz2GHZ4spwQ7MESgcMylu3MdXGKo78lhHIcgv2rMN9YGjws2u0zDBSNOoFZyaG6zL5qDgWVwaPKm50HBBCrkdCuIh5EInFzBgBQTg97bucPeTJLPoTF36oYi445QQMUtRAQHKIplJhOCxnHH7qi8EWdH2U46EDQq6gL9QqBEC1nJbYZDucJFNhsfWocFj%2BgpAyjog7nNUFzpINIEtx7TIk51iRX63grOxOkTL%2BE1KDzRAKh4OtZLCFgZaby4i4iChzogzCxWkw2CxkBCNys82CRhEFjYMGwBDLrwA9HnwX50QC0RFJla5LC2ZWaRIYS%2BiA%2FC2IktS4XtDIDKoozPI8E9%2FxwwADvVxIOFisWlxP4WCVoHB5QYvXLFdDEAhEu40Yrg%2BwGxnBqh2OGZEVmRyI4bTyckvmiLmGPrDc0wLaOrAXnh5sqoOSWdx35JEQxnns3B4LKaEZc5YBNjLBgdtRlcwHoubBuxi2YaPWmKjUazIPIDyLDtV4fTwRJMgP%2F%2B02A1SvfQMPMcV5KDqY%2F9eQtmQ6UKnkJV8EeHk8HQjtJev41cm6D8ssNybGW%2FXGWKs26SZhMptHXQz05Hhjoo7L481JzNDa
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3A7VbLbhw3EBSSIAmQn%2BDNCSDtS5YS%2BbaykdgHG4YfcJAbh%2BwZUuKQYz5W2pwc%2F5V%2BIV%2BVas5stErs3AMIErSLGTZZVV3V1B83B1%2B2IdrO%2Bm%2FofQmZtl%2F%2F%2BcbYJGTMVjkSdC176ymJbEj40tvUS7wR0muBdRnFSjqRbOdti69ekQitINuZLIofSuNsMqTFumlkslp0wWmhgvVJmFAS3lhfNz%2BXvnNSUzLiBY4IHts%2Bx4LSH4o2qJKs70Soa20UVpPP9UReeohNkop2mOok%2FmyTTYf%2FxBnJ0aaCvLLZTCer4DNd54pbRrcV6yibo3PyHSpyBCauqwelmXhikwobiiPy5dnZaT1ktVisdlQeGzwZSqwvzqM0vfSNjFYKDShAkhmZvpAKJEQOtegWJRDc6pnRCmUkBRe6SepcJX4t0Qn8HHJ1YhZVU7lhtIrsBgCdzRlNTMoEV5nJnFk3yNjQNgAdNwXdVO%2BLxcb8AsUhahB9A1ApF70V1A8ubGGKPZBH%2B2YYhhikMtyGTF3EQ%2FRqiLaXEVxCiQoOSkUZIUcnjWDxrU%2FkNnjJSvW12zsAtUO7hmWR8NRr3g%2BkCEeUSDPxjE1W25HEJW33HaopS%2BsgtPXKFc2IbEqFP2XJBiyyJbyGvSvcMQZ4MBhYh5WG7FEqHAbSVk1m2jMaULetjdigE8%2BSQ1CU6IMP7NDU19Ub8oyVVzDtlzEMhjJ8bWTfSy2%2Bf71%2B9wNLHUPpoM7kW%2B7v2NX942qnp5YYBMxxyJLAgbJBl1uqotTif6VNdlQBhbZlrbDtWAzyo%2F0gNPgjkXXZEKByFUFvPRPbQRID5Ai6uuNv0yWKcB1aa%2FshxMztQg%2BwEPW04ajeDVwDt2iK%2B8H8ZAarnbgFVezqB2TXcmjGdKJZdVCV0d3T9gkax5oR%2BA80esbZ9wQXzsQrggAMiLmPSX8JRaz0oqMA7w6mAmI0SbQlYscI73Ydpd2xDxLMHXguMjHwlrsDmLEpI3DOQR0SUHjktDPJOFM85asQL6ekYTJUH29vez%2BJW5rEklrstguRUqF4HiLWuYKJcuswoGZ52AKfH2KiBfpxObvA7EYQlxrBQ6lEZGMm3jqoh3PddvQe3AUmQIBZUSqefaQwooAIWM2aIAlIIPjgVY6lx64A3BQMtHq9UIvGjraK0qdIcB%2FPbjjBE1q%2BsRn7cOL07fCDSokgfOUhNGDueN8ReDKpZn1vDr4zEhKyj%2B5vt%2Fvb7f52u7%2Fd7m%2B3%2B9vtf3%2B7OQhFKNBPgLVbLVYnR8ulY6tFCyAhpo83B19oGJzw2baodVtCODFhOgxQb5%2FD6etGF6djcHTwidWvZNPYcfVm3RQnnsqEGCPjKP1Z%2Fu5oLFVWp5uDr5QO9mq5mJ0cnx6fze1FSnG2ObXL2fHyDOQa%2F4Ep%2Bo929ePq%2BOjkbLXAt4enR4ufTn81YSAoRNeX7x4%2BXC5OjvF7fMFDbWR4URkuTo5Wi0t0qo7dt9FdPzI5D%2BnRfDoObZlbr%2Bl6NphhfDafrvu5DlfeIZxzwJkvV6sO7svbAYQPKFvcJde%2F7UbLLzxaHtfGg%2B1%2F3%2BCPxFq8uPvPw9Pb7K%2BnqdfmMGDSfNB84reqAPqDHXTINguxm39Gur8A
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3A7VZNbxs3EDXaoi3Qn9ALb01QaS3JdhLnpsRxYgQO0jpB0OOInNXS4pJbfkhWTmkv%2FU3%2Bd33cD8tG6x57MmBIWu5w5s2bNzP%2B43rv69J5vdT2O%2F49ucjbb9OHioVM3rONwnNg8rISOgjSNSsRnYieJAuySpQaHy5FEXGHrNT5jnTaBlF6V4u5p4WWonQJdtp2ZnCnGza0dK0PnGmPQIaidjBxwujICLHtDvuYuFnpEJ3fCle2j2fBUK0%2Fd9ca7yQHgOw8CpKSDbzk64rXbFxTZ3C4292TQuq1NsP9FhyS9LzEYyHmcAWnbHStLSFoiEltR4NRz8qGAtK1KskcZ6NjBQCCrxrjEDpjpQbIKBNoI1vVJSOdMSyjUBQJ5PgWcal9iAhDSx6o6hLWkswuZM2xcmokLNVstqLi5GGlZSjEqZMpiNfepUac6ICHkFN7dPr65PFIuEVgv26zHbU0ZUR%2BrXkTOuRr8trBAZLmNYErYFlx5YxiDxP2kMVNrreyyEhzJoXIyqEQUt20nLZ1Al0tdS1XCwq4m6uMWgDKOqdtlbbLkK1fgbALx4o3nTTOZLUBn%2FPPFaD17u%2BKbBDWuxSAmDxBXozkfUW1eBS0WbPvbB93isxgLwjGWolXdaNh3Safz98jT012fE6XKWgRtvXCmd21pzCTiJ2AchfYeRxfpJrQFYU462UEFDQSqsXR09v1wnhQHyBJr1uiglAool22UT7WtN2SEi%2FJ6KaCfgcx5PCZlGc3MDS3gQSZ4DpELUegOtcKojAm9wUqlptgF2K%2BQB2Q%2Fy5E32DTyS7FApWoeei1ju4cLCsS7npQd9IX584i%2BnkKnOpRW67ud%2FbyS%2FIgXYo3fRPDwTkr6rVIg5rQDHjzngzXC7LLEVCk2wR%2FyOyedprBHUypbkS0FL9IWxJvqF7RT0FYN4iwpRwnpNZZOv8yhxboemuzy%2F5l14xDteHjDSyQ4aOAWWJvCWF%2B8rgQ51pWxEacIoOKPULdtGvWOvy9wCCJCf4%2FeZYrETDhgL5GAW%2FkxXpZ3XE8EowaIm%2BkFwC1wfduqvbthkDJ5JwUxkSEv4iCtm9AV0sSSfSZjlks2pYmsc1yGGQYMOOgNqR9ZhXKhwbYBcm6uDnu4vVCyNOxZsJPcMNXSN9ibLVCzBZ5QMC4diCxhC4xq9Cd5iZqAy1K3RjGQKVUaVWojfOr670fKlqEvF%2FiwyJ6WEQPi%2BhhET0soodF9H8uIpMHdsB0OEEWy9lkdjSeTg3mTfR6kSCL8Nf13lcqTz18lyXcmG35FtNJB5QGRSnfJV9DS94Z3vunLb%2BlGqpqTfm3FFJ5n6W%2BIC6TMVR11moeuLnPWP1KA4DqPKHba1L3QpivFmih1ljOjb7X7j0YrAenFLB2Nd1nvHqRMGRsUih2j%2FcEE7Qzl1qF671vpHL66sfppJgdH0%2F3MaG58sWqmIHmyZNiMp0qHRb2Cz6D%2FVPPDo5m46OD42d69vRgOn42eTKpXMMW7F2tPh3OpodHs4Ppk4NLmKeuYJfwNBtPpvhbQZEueckfvbk6rGJswvP9%2Fc1mU1A0mNE6jCG5EArIf588Npfh%2Fens6Pjp5Gh6WDSqXIa0iNsGOe5x1BFRF0PDz%2Fvp%2FzKr8DkexSvy2ILvUq0DOgXSumiXTd92F526hxlwV9nt%2FBr2RhldgyX6ReXI3%2BPfH3P18wAe7BXOL%2Ff%2Fg8C%2FAQ%3D%3D
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3ArVY7bBxVFF3ykVCQoEmRKtwq2NLuZnf927WI8IcQm4gQ4iQ0KXgz83bm2W8%2Bfp9dbyq7SIOEUlAFESkIkGxWSUVhiwIpu2noEbUtpYKWAtxw3owdXCAQilfa3fm8d%2B655557ZzZ2SqdDmfrMpGqn9MpyxkJ%2BzcYeV35jrNZOlQhFcirOgvaCCCOJr9FYJ%2FItIk30pzulE4HnpWs7pVPtiLsF%2B%2B%2F8ceXJ2bu7C4HkbbM%2FM1LFyZUnvkmz%2FZkb61%2F%2FcubSKu%2BKwET7M0uvb3%2F06703j8Q99%2Fz%2FIj4%2F7zCOEXFp8QE%2BXxwn4uPMpX2IWN78%2Fen9O6P%2FifgnAIDyT4g3X7uHtH87Ro43u2cugeUh4swnJfd5KY4%2FH29lzt16Saix%2FFOQu%2FWNgz37AvGNOyMoyssg3n4VnM5v%2FxtHvmpTw3snb31oIq6Ir2VS%2BMJQVwljeEK8IwKe%2BJzQeRQIxX1D5KeJYb7R5HHT5VjFEl%2FwxND7rMNwEtAcT0ImKWY9YlnGmSKRECLQVS6tYis41b4SmetYGtGGJXcZ3V5cHKW0TfOAUtido1E3En5EGiAr2t1ltLf%2BpUp7WJCBDs8wKPbWH9KIGm4ss9AqO1qmLNVaeLJHERNSJCG1VRofshoJmd3d%2FmzYDzrDPsRwW6q0xDnNpRqxqN5qNKep3txb%2F7zeKlOjjm%2BrStSk96ACX2NxJnkZTLSQHajmp8guYIYHNNVs0vxlx9NlO%2Bt5TIuA5pkUWUQLww31rJ%2FQrKrcYM%2B%2BAgGwrmLPJCI1a61R6jINpS0UZND5OouYyiyWOHLX2F0R2yBArAu0BJUhbr3VnJymxhTItWiBK7BaRGSRrEAcETMloAHIzMrK3LDvgg%2F7NNKaGnOp1cYdVwSNUtQbNkDpCMXu%2BTLNeCB86qZqhVChxSQQjHwmJVK8ys1wwyMybHf729Vhf5Xi4QZJvrf%2BQFYWOLjHsETMVp%2F1JXP%2FXn7QFvmCn35kq5JYFzfU7vb9%2FNYIKnoTcnlpuuLM1RYqdkXrRlAh48ow2IVMSgWRMm7w3K4qH%2FkoqTMn15nwmeeIPBx1fiucA1zn6lSBegInQhCOosGY8BTcDHVy1ISkaEM%2FkfjSQuSQSHE8XxCgTJHQsFmvTCFPQ8WyqDiUaYgD7czvO0O43BmY4Uf4ukqBE3CndCZinoalfdM7%2BfY8R2OhRoNNzWmwZRALDOEfHMOsZNEovYxTxhRArBTIM%2BDgkqnBlkZr5DlTYOFWuCFilA52CBu5NkdWDbaQoBaatFU5php8nwAVtwdbUBdLyigaeRELkNCwv7vz2GHZ4spwQ7MESgcMylu3MdXGKo78lhHIcgv2rMN9YGjws2u0zDBSNOoFZyaG6zL5qDgWVwaPKm50HBBCrkdCuIh5EInFzBgBQTg97bucPeTJLPoTF36oYi445QQMUtRAQHKIplJhOCxnHH7qi8EWdH2U46EDQq6gL9QqBEC1nJbYZDucJFNhsfWocFj%2BgpAyjog7nNUFzpINIEtx7TIk51iRX63grOxOkTL%2BE1KDzRAKh4OtZLCFgZaby4i4iChzogzCxWkw2CxkBCNys82CRhEFjYMGwBDLrwA9HnwX50QC0RFJla5LC2ZWaRIYS%2BiA%2FC2IktS4XtDIDKoozPI8E9%2FxwwADvVxIOFisWlxP4WCVoHB5QYvXLFdDEAhEu40Yrg%2BwGxnBqh2OGZEVmRyI4bTyckvmiLmGPrDc0wLaOrAXnh5sqoOSWdx35JEQxnns3B4LKaEZc5YBNjLBgdtRlcwHoubBuxi2YaPWmKjUazIPIDyLDtV4fTwRJMgP%2F%2B02A1SvfQMPMcV5KDqY%2F9eQtmQ6UKnkJV8EeHk8HQjtJev41cm6D8ssNybGW%2FXGWKs26SZhMptHXQz05Hhjoo7L481JzNDa
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3A7VbLbhw3EBSSIAmQn%2BDNCSDtS5YS%2BbaykdgHG4YfcJAbh%2BwZUuKQYz5W2pwc%2F5V%2BIV%2BVas5stErs3AMIErSLGTZZVV3V1B83B1%2B2IdrO%2Bm%2FofQmZtl%2F%2F%2BcbYJGTMVjkSdC176ymJbEj40tvUS7wR0muBdRnFSjqRbOdti69ekQitINuZLIofSuNsMqTFumlkslp0wWmhgvVJmFAS3lhfNz%2BXvnNSUzLiBY4IHts%2Bx4LSH4o2qJKs70Soa20UVpPP9UReeohNkop2mOok%2FmyTTYf%2FxBnJ0aaCvLLZTCer4DNd54pbRrcV6yibo3PyHSpyBCauqwelmXhikwobiiPy5dnZaT1ktVisdlQeGzwZSqwvzqM0vfSNjFYKDShAkhmZvpAKJEQOtegWJRDc6pnRCmUkBRe6SepcJX4t0Qn8HHJ1YhZVU7lhtIrsBgCdzRlNTMoEV5nJnFk3yNjQNgAdNwXdVO%2BLxcb8AsUhahB9A1ApF70V1A8ubGGKPZBH%2B2YYhhikMtyGTF3EQ%2FRqiLaXEVxCiQoOSkUZIUcnjWDxrU%2FkNnjJSvW12zsAtUO7hmWR8NRr3g%2BkCEeUSDPxjE1W25HEJW33HaopS%2BsgtPXKFc2IbEqFP2XJBiyyJbyGvSvcMQZ4MBhYh5WG7FEqHAbSVk1m2jMaULetjdigE8%2BSQ1CU6IMP7NDU19Ub8oyVVzDtlzEMhjJ8bWTfSy2%2Bf71%2B9wNLHUPpoM7kW%2B7v2NX942qnp5YYBMxxyJLAgbJBl1uqotTif6VNdlQBhbZlrbDtWAzyo%2F0gNPgjkXXZEKByFUFvPRPbQRID5Ai6uuNv0yWKcB1aa%2FshxMztQg%2BwEPW04ajeDVwDt2iK%2B8H8ZAarnbgFVezqB2TXcmjGdKJZdVCV0d3T9gkax5oR%2BA80esbZ9wQXzsQrggAMiLmPSX8JRaz0oqMA7w6mAmI0SbQlYscI73Ydpd2xDxLMHXguMjHwlrsDmLEpI3DOQR0SUHjktDPJOFM85asQL6ekYTJUH29vez%2BJW5rEklrstguRUqF4HiLWuYKJcuswoGZ52AKfH2KiBfpxObvA7EYQlxrBQ6lEZGMm3jqoh3PddvQe3AUmQIBZUSqefaQwooAIWM2aIAlIIPjgVY6lx64A3BQMtHq9UIvGjraK0qdIcB%2FPbjjBE1q%2BsRn7cOL07fCDSokgfOUhNGDueN8ReDKpZn1vDr4zEhKyj%2B5vt%2Fvb7f52u7%2Fd7m%2B3%2B9vtf3%2B7OQhFKNBPgLVbLVYnR8ulY6tFCyAhpo83B19oGJzw2baodVtCODFhOgxQb5%2FD6etGF6djcHTwidWvZNPYcfVm3RQnnsqEGCPjKP1Z%2Fu5oLFVWp5uDr5QO9mq5mJ0cnx6fze1FSnG2ObXL2fHyDOQa%2F4Ep%2Bo929ePq%2BOjkbLXAt4enR4ufTn81YSAoRNeX7x4%2BXC5OjvF7fMFDbWR4URkuTo5Wi0t0qo7dt9FdPzI5D%2BnRfDoObZlbr%2Bl6NphhfDafrvu5DlfeIZxzwJkvV6sO7svbAYQPKFvcJde%2F7UbLLzxaHtfGg%2B1%2F3%2BCPxFq8uPvPw9Pb7K%2BnqdfmMGDSfNB84reqAPqDHXTINguxm39Gur8A
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3A7VjLchu5FaXzrlRWWU1WQSqplKdKokjK0kjOIqEoucyy9SiRtitZBd1Ak1B3Ax08JDErZ%2BYTssqnaJeqfEF%2BYTZZZTmr2eQA6G6RND2bTM2KVZYoArj3nvs6F%2FDfHjrfz5QWMyF%2FzP%2FilOWLn30xTIzVNO%2BSV0pIMkwSahZ0TpggE1dSyzUlbyzV9Dk5cbkVZCz9Wm4EucInowmVZGwKWkKWMnK0e0zOqeFz0SUTYZ0hJ0rOaEEMv6FuToQUBFIFTJiwXTmd0BwL3uSFM1R6a2RB5YyUvBSFyAVJgmmqLc9obh3UAQQ%2ByZwyoeWCkmoNzIoywxNeuJJgn5Gc7%2FYH5LxLXkINIJCE64Qz2KdaQC8C1FiXC544u0kjZKiBfJAZSya8uCSlK6iIoILD%2BZrJYfQg6mfC8tLlEPPBXo6VR1UHKUdWdv2v4GFOnkL1nJafRsslQJBTIalBeNrcBe0rCHOnnWyxHH35%2Fu%2FIUtdn0OIsTALEo6VWEYKM0CECUGa4cVR4sBwYJZw0ovCgHjWUzhaACClEgFZAhz8FMCgNCdG6jT1qIzCem5zeQtV6DHx6vAEqaSGMMCSnOlGwwaWTNy73YdMcyYBGlbvKq1iJYZ2oxudD%2BNzveaenCDqE4RKklrz%2BIIxAFEu00RgzckPvQp0F%2FPDf5wDrWLE1Hqy4fFNR5vyxhLrkFGJYozc%2Bqr5aNLS3sh9K7CDAMnVFSO0Mm6u1esMLimAizTHtiJWvjhyl7VFRCa3oydh6FBUWxZsq95IJnd81llfKPaBaq%2BjPyDkOJYgGUQWfkyp0GnUM2HSMztCgL06wbsnTqSidRvCBZP5pKL3HwC11XltydbQtzUzs8OAnTuNPX0KGag%2B5wjnIW1CBMBYaDGCi8CgkJfLLXO5CvYYzkOGqUDNhIt%2Bt1XvAsVJFPq7o5pqAYnwC6hhCJw2c%2BkbuachAaAH8N6hm6WFzLQUC5fuOV2ANX5KeG%2Bvu%2BmjkoAEsupHQfvvr%2B97p78gr7yicTsXziGcnOijg4U6o950VH%2FHNE33D87WW%2BiNOh9SCuoIORkZQYACVXCht543sc3J2K4A95URl9YxIrVA4eidwLAARKRmJWzD6X6nf8krsnJMj7KM7yTE%2BR2ghpxdk2D1Fp2KzmR7gSoLc%2BvLW6ZzGLKbtTtTkt0SFPpipaNYvqoJxg3oK1JuG4cGXsPojleamxV4jTZeRJhxzk4ez%2FQH0pg3MgBK48I%2BJLOOekkimFZoTZ%2FGjcMrOkcZYGhuAxoEMqmRRME4TKhms%2BlKwitCq4uipWngDAujf6J%2FvBlHcck3SkLZ2erQQm7SyhWe%2FhW8TX6ft%2FnJyVm3y5mwdxEZTtJQqjaBWSjLjPQhOJ0YVDtl6lIuDIW0nhSEqsVTIJhZejN%2BnmBAhDXDTr9Q1gSLmEUgaZ0OtF3ZdYeH5XN2tn%2F%2Fy%2FT9gI01B%2FUGjBqmEMCXc3nEeA3xY%2B9zvLTvdVGQmkCA5Cz3gT6MySu%2FLeiRjHFYhh2Kl0twhI7HwVFLwIB5clRaWPlaEQjaBfKyeLsolrBnrWBD1XyIVtl9X1W7Us0NuwX0KpBBqVnBDeMn1DIkI1cvvK9xsoqlYsKFCrShD0wiEm2otbv3gvpRt5Ru6MB%2BvfOBCw7Bm67OVEtshiVZuNsflYwEa9k0vYSWUxTvf0IEin54LxgpOzhByTBWfnyamNQEgtzWY8Bd88WARA67R9rYOLYpCFgsQvAEeLNTDxBNMGBxemcJUMq6qwHu%2BzNZ4yB97ZMmY%2FLaGlyoQcshI06ABkELA6lRtTDyHO4hLW3ErNEdxhQ70BQooYOaR%2BEDLjKMbiqAFHnoTnkPXWfIj4SRB3TdQXzNw%2BOJOaWbWxg3biVHYWfZ%2BZ3VsRA0M4vlD5%2BdzMESYNttnyfZZsn2WbJ8l22fJ9lmyfZ
https://jenni.ai/citation?d=z%3A7VbLbhw3EBSSIAmQn%2BDNCSDtS5YS%2BbaykdgHG4YfcJAbh%2BwZUuKQYz5W2pwc%2F5V%2BIV%2BVas5stErs3AMIErSLGTZZVV3V1B83B1%2B2IdrO%2Bm%2FofQmZtl%2F%2F%2BcbYJGTMVjkSdC176ymJbEj40tvUS7wR0muBdRnFSjqRbOdti69ekQitINuZLIofSuNsMqTFumlkslp0wWmhgvVJmFAS3lhfNz%2BXvnNSUzLiBY4IHts%2Bx4LSH4o2qJKs70Soa20UVpPP9UReeohNkop2mOok%2FmyTTYf%2FxBnJ0aaCvLLZTCer4DNd54pbRrcV6yibo3PyHSpyBCauqwelmXhikwobiiPy5dnZaT1ktVisdlQeGzwZSqwvzqM0vfSNjFYKDShAkhmZvpAKJEQOtegWJRDc6pnRCmUkBRe6SepcJX4t0Qn8HHJ1YhZVU7lhtIrsBgCdzRlNTMoEV5nJnFk3yNjQNgAdNwXdVO%2BLxcb8AsUhahB9A1ApF70V1A8ubGGKPZBH%2B2YYhhikMtyGTF3EQ%2FRqiLaXEVxCiQoOSkUZIUcnjWDxrU%2FkNnjJSvW12zsAtUO7hmWR8NRr3g%2BkCEeUSDPxjE1W25HEJW33HaopS%2BsgtPXKFc2IbEqFP2XJBiyyJbyGvSvcMQZ4MBhYh5WG7FEqHAbSVk1m2jMaULetjdigE8%2BSQ1CU6IMP7NDU19Ub8oyVVzDtlzEMhjJ8bWTfSy2%2Bf71%2B9wNLHUPpoM7kW%2B7v2NX942qnp5YYBMxxyJLAgbJBl1uqotTif6VNdlQBhbZlrbDtWAzyo%2F0gNPgjkXXZEKByFUFvPRPbQRID5Ai6uuNv0yWKcB1aa%2FshxMztQg%2BwEPW04ajeDVwDt2iK%2B8H8ZAarnbgFVezqB2TXcmjGdKJZdVCV0d3T9gkax5oR%2BA80esbZ9wQXzsQrggAMiLmPSX8JRaz0oqMA7w6mAmI0SbQlYscI73Ydpd2xDxLMHXguMjHwlrsDmLEpI3DOQR0SUHjktDPJOFM85asQL6ekYTJUH29vez%2BJW5rEklrstguRUqF4HiLWuYKJcuswoGZ52AKfH2KiBfpxObvA7EYQlxrBQ6lEZGMm3jqoh3PddvQe3AUmQIBZUSqefaQwooAIWM2aIAlIIPjgVY6lx64A3BQMtHq9UIvGjraK0qdIcB%2FPbjjBE1q%2BsRn7cOL07fCDSokgfOUhNGDueN8ReDKpZn1vDr4zEhKyj%2B5vt%2Fvb7f52u7%2Fd7m%2B3%2B9vtf3%2B7OQhFKNBPgLVbLVYnR8ulY6tFCyAhpo83B19oGJzw2baodVtCODFhOgxQb5%2FD6etGF6djcHTwidWvZNPYcfVm3RQnnsqEGCPjKP1Z%2Fu5oLFVWp5uDr5QO9mq5mJ0cnx6fze1FSnG2ObXL2fHyDOQa%2F4Ep%2Bo929ePq%2BOjkbLXAt4enR4ufTn81YSAoRNeX7x4%2BXC5OjvF7fMFDbWR4URkuTo5Wi0t0qo7dt9FdPzI5D%2BnRfDoObZlbr%2Bl6NphhfDafrvu5DlfeIZxzwJkvV6sO7svbAYQPKFvcJde%2F7UbLLzxaHtfGg%2B1%2F3%2BCPxFq8uPvPw9Pb7K%2BnqdfmMGDSfNB84reqAPqDHXTINguxm39Gur8A


CenRaPS Journal of Social Sciences, Volume 8, Issue 2, 2026, 229-242 

 

240 
 

before the Turkish conquest (Fuan, 2025; Hoque, 2022); but the extent and organization of any 

resident community cannot be established from the present evidence.The Lalmonirhat mosque 

illustrates the limits of that evidence rather than its extension. As Section 4 has shown, the 

paleographic and stylistic features of the inscription are inconsistent with the 69 AH (688/689 CE) 

date claimed by local tradition, and the site lacks the stratigraphic control, scientific dating and 

published excavation report that would allow its chronology to be established. The site is therefore 

presented in this study as one of potential, not of proof: it neither confirms nor is required by the 

argument for pre-twelfth-century contact, which stands on the coastal and numismatic evidence 

alone.Finally, the distinction defended in this study  between commercial contact and political 

conquest - should not be mistaken for a claim about mass conversion.  

Conclusion  

This paper has argued that the beginnings of Islam in Bengal cannot be located in the campaigns 

of Bakhtiyar Khalji. The evidence assembled here - the port of Samandar in the Arabic 

geographical tradition, Abbasid coinage at Paharpur and in the Chandpur-Brahmanbaria zone, and 

the contested plaque of Jameʿ As-Sahaba at Lalmonirhat  points instead to a long history of 

maritime and riverine connectivity that bound the Bengal delta to the Indian Ocean world centuries 

before the conquest.The study's central distinction between commercial contact and political 

conquest carries evidentiary consequences. Numismatic finds demonstrate that Bengal participated 

in an exchange economy stretching from the Persian Gulf to Southeast Asia, but coins alone cannot 

prove the presence of resident Muslim communities; the defensible claim is economic connectivity 

and merchant mobility. The Lalmonirhat mosque exemplifies the limits of current knowledge. Its 

inscription, with its cursive script, numeral figures and terracotta ornament, is stylistically 

inconsistent with a seventh-century date, and without stratigraphic excavation or scientific dating 

its chronology cannot be established. The site is therefore best understood as potential rather than 

proof  for research opportunity for South Asian archaeology.What emerges is a picture of gradual 

integration rather than sudden imposition. Muslim merchants, sailors and travellers were among 

the agents who linked Bengal to the wider Islamic world well before 1200 CE. The conquest of 

1204-1206 consolidated political rule over a society already connected to that world through 

commerce. Early Islamic Bengal, in short, was not created by armies but encountered through the 

sea. 
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